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HOLIDAY BAZAAR AND BAKE SALE
Star Lake - St. Hubert Church is having
their annual Bazaar; featuring hundreds
of items such as live wreaths, hand-
crafted items, gift baskets, and a Chil-
dren's Shoppe.
Date: Nov. 1
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; coffee and
donuts, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.; lunch, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

LIVING STONES SERIES
Colton – Bishop LaValley to speak about
revitalizing the church and addressing
the challenges facing the diocese, as it
strives to meet the pastoral needs of the
faithful throughout the diocese.  
Date: Oct. 16
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: St. Patrick’s Church
Features: A reception will follow in the
parish center.  The program is a part of
the fall “Living Stones Series” sponsored
by the parishes of St. Patrick’s Church,
Colton and St. Mary’s Church, Potsdam.

HEALING MASS
Raymondville – St. Raymond’s Church
will be hosting a Healing Mass.
Date: Oct. 29
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Features: Father Andrew Amyot will be
the main celebrant and homilist.  The
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
available at 5:30 p.m.  During Mass, there
will be the Sacrament of Anointing of
the sick.  After Mass there will be an op-
portunity for private prayer.  The church
building has easy access.  
Contact: For more information call Visi-
tation Rectory at 384-4242

INFORMATION ON ANNULMENTS
Waddington - An informational presen-

tation concerning annulments in the
Catholic Church to be held.
Date: Oct. 16
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Speaker: Msgr. Harry K. Snow, JCL, the
Judicial Vicar, the Presiding Judge of the
Tribunal.  
Features: Following the presentation
Msgr. Snow will meet with anyone who
wishes to speak with him.

HARVEST DINNER
Ogdensburg – Notre Dame to have their
Harvest Dinner.
Date: Oct. 19
Time: Noon to 3 p.m.
Place: K of C Hall, Take-outs available.
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 5-12, $5 (Eat
in only)
Features: Roast turkey w/trimmings.
Dessert,  Craft table and 50/50 raffle.

BUS FOR LIFE
Time to sign up for the 2015 Lake Cham-
plain Bus for Life. Jan. 22, 2015, is the 4
anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade court
decision legalizing abortion.
Schedule: Meet at St. Peter’s Church in
Plattsburgh on Jan. 21 at 7:15 p.m. for
the Jan. 22 March For Life. 
Arrive in Washington, D.C. early morning
on Jan. 22; Free Time in the morning to
attend Mass, sightsee, lobby representa-
tives, etc.; Rally and March start at noon
on The National Mall; Meet at St. Peter’s
Church in Washington at 4:45pm for the
trip home.
Cost: $25
Contact: To reserve a seat or to obtain
more information, please contact Karen
Smith at 518-566-6229 or Betty Buffett
at (518) 536-6640. To sign up for a seat
on the bus or to make a donation—
please mail your check to St. Peter’s
Church 114 Cornelia Street Plattsburgh,
New York 12901. Make a note on the
memo line: “Bus for Life.”

CATHOLIC SCOUT RETREAT
Malone – Scouts  of all faiths are invited
to the Catholic Scout Retreat.
Date: Oct. 19
Schedule: 9 a.m., Retreat at Holy Family
School; 11 a.m., Mass at Notre Dame 
Features: Learn the skills of the game
from an Olympic Curling Coach on Oct.
18 and on Oct. 19 work on a community
service project, explore the type of voca-

tions people can live their faith through,
meals are provided with a patch for the
registration fee.  It is possible to camp
out Oct. 18– tentatively Jamboree on
the Air, group Rosary, and a Campfire 
Contact: Scott Quinell at 315-261-4154
or quinells@canton.edu.

CARITAS DINNER
Lake Placid – Save the date to honor
Catholic Charities Caritas Award Honoree
(Posthumously) Mrs. Penny Martin and
President’s Award Catholic Daughters of
America, Ogdensburg Diocese.
Date: Oct. 26
Time: Cash Bar 3:30 p.m., Dinner 4 p.m.
Place: Crowne Plaza
Contact: 315-393-2255 

DR. PHEME PERKINS
Syracuse – Dr. Pheme Perkins, renowned
Biblical scholar, will be making two pre-
sentations at the invitation of the Spiri-
tual Life Center.
Oct. 29: The topic will be “Paul, The Pris-
oner”; 7 p.m. at the Spiritual Renewal
Center. This lecture will investigate Paul’s
prison experiences and his relationship
to Christ in the Pauline letters. We ask for
$20 to attend this presentation or what-
ever you can afford.
Oct. 30: The topic will be “How We Got
Four Gospels”; 3 p.m. at the Nobel room
in Hendrick’s Chapel.  Dr. Perkins will de-
scribe the emergence of the four gospel
canon during the 2nd century. The public
is invited to attend this event.
Contact: Register online at spiritualre-
newalcenter.com, phone: 315-472-6546,
e-mail:
mail@spiritualrenewalcenter.com

DIRECTED RETREAT
Syracuse -A five- day directed retreat to
be held at  Stella Maris Retreat Center
Date: Oct. 19, Registration 5 p.m. to 7
thru Oct. 24 after lunch
Cost: $450 including $100 non-refund-
able registration fee or $90 per day
Features: silent retreat, including
meals. You will have the opportunity to
meet one-on-one with the same direc-
tor each day during the week. Eucharistic
celebration each day, and an opening
conference on Sunday evening. 
Contact: Make checks payable to Dio-
cese of Syracuse. mail to: Maria Paone,
The Chancery, 240 E. Onondaga Street,
Syracuse, NY 13202, (315) 470-1460
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The Diocese of Ogdensburg will join
with Catholics throughout the world
to celebrate World Mission Sunday
Oct.  19. A second collection for the
Society for the Propagation of the
Faith will take place in all parishes of
the North Country. In anticipation of
World Mission Sunday, the diocesan
mission office has released its an-
nual report showing parish totals for
mission collections throughout the
year. A report of donations to the
Missionary Childhood Association
from students of diocesan Catholic
schools and faith formation pro-
grams is also included. Catholics of
the North Country are asked to pray
for the mission church and give gen-
erously the Mission Sunday Appeal,
said St. Joseph Sister Mary Ellen
Brett, mission director for the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg.

The Diocese of Ogdensburg opened its observance of the Year of Consecrated Life Sunday at the Religious Jubilee at St. Mary’s
Cathedral. A week earlier, Bishop Terry R. LaValley made a visit to Evergreen Valley Nursing Home in Plattsburgh to personally
extend congratulations to Sister Agnes Racette for her 75th Jubilee as a Sister of Charity of St. Louis. Pictured, front, are Bishop
LaValley,  Sister Agnes and  Sister Bernadette Ducharme, another Sister of Charity of St. Louis; back, Sister of Charity Claire
Michel Fortier and Father  William Reamer, pastor of Our Lady of Victory Church in Plattsburgh. A short biography of Sister
Agnes appears on page three; full coverage of the Religious Jubilee will be published in the next issue of the NCC.

Priest of EWTN fame spent a

year living near Long Lake; recently

came back to celebrate Mass

Pro-lifers across the dio-
cese marked Respect Life
Sunday, Oct. 5, with partici-
pation in Lifechains in
Saranac Lake, Massena, Pots-
dam, Willsboro, Plattsburgh
and Schroon Lake.
Father Thomas Higman,

parochial vicar of the
Catholic Churches of the
Mountains and Lakes, re-
flected on his experience in
Saranac Lake on page 4. He
explains the reason why he
was happy to carry the sign
“Jesus forgives and heals” as
he stood along the road sur-
rounding Lake Flower in the
village.

FULL STORY, PAGE 4

FULL STORY, PAGE 14

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Opening a
two-week Synod of Bishops
on the family, Pope Francis
warned participants against
the temptations of
hypocrisy, pride and greed,
urging them instead to serve
the church with "freedom,
creativity and hard work. 
“We can thwart God's

dream if we fail to let our-
selves be guided by the Holy

Spirit," the pope said Oct. 5,
during Mass in St. Peter's
Basilica.
"The Spirit gives us that

wisdom which surpasses
knowledge, and enables us
to work generously with au-
thentic freedom and humble
creativity." 
Pope Francis' homily drew

on the day's reading from the
Gospel of Matthew (21: 33-

43), in which Jesus describes
the people of God as a vine-
yard, farmed by tenants who
betray its owner and seek to
take it over for themselves. 
Addressing his words to

the 184 bishops and 69 oth-
ers who would take part in
the synod, the pope said
Jesus aimed his parable at
the "chief priests and the eld-
ers of the people, in other

words the experts, the man-
agers," whose job it was to
"nurture, tend and protect"
God's people.
"But Jesus tells us that

those farmers took over the
vineyard. Out of greed and
pride they want to do with it
as they will, and so they pre-
vent God from realizing his
dream for the people he has
chosen," Pope Francis said.
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OBITUARIES
AuSable Forks - Melvin H. Seguin, 80; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 8, 2014 at Holy Name
Church; burial in Holy Name Cemetery.

Champlain - Norman C. Hoover, Sr., 67;
Funeral Services Oct. 8, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church.

Champlain - Paula (Juneau) Phillips, 94;
Funeral Services Oct. 10, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Chazy - Richard L. Trombly, 87; Funeral
Services Oct. 9, 2014 at Sacred Heart
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Copenhagen - Wayne L. "Moose" Moody,
79; Funeral Services Oct. 6, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church.

Dannemora - Helen (Young) Proulx, 84;
Funeral Services Oct. 11, 2014 at St.
Joseph's Church; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Lowville - Susan J. Simpson, 63; Funeral
Services Oct. 7, 2014 at St. Stephen's
Church.

Lyon Mountain – Donna C. (Brooks)
Kowalowski, 70; Funeral Services Oct. 11,
2014 at St. Bernard’s Church.

Norwood – Constance Levison Moxley,
71; Memorial Services Oct. 18, 2014 at
St. Andrew’s Church.

Plattsburgh - Dora M. (Provost) LaPorte,
90; Funeral Services Oct. 6, 2014 at Our
Lady of Victory Church; burial in Whis-
pering Maples Memorial Garden.

Port Henry - Christopher S. Ida, 46; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 7, 2014 at St. Patrick's
Church.

Potsdam – Edward J. Bage, 84; Funeral
Services Oct. 10, 2014 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Bayside Cemetery.

Potsdam - Kenneth A. McGowan, Jr., 70;
Funeral Services Oct. 9, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church.

Redford - James Joseph Coolaw, 71; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 11, 2014 at Church of
the Assumption; burial in Assumption
Cemetery.

Saranac Lake - Reginald Wayne Perras,
81; Funeral Services Oct. 7, 2014 at St.
Bernard's Church burial in St. Bernard's
Cemetery.

Ticonderoga - Mary Emma (Catlin) O'-
Connor, 86; Funeral Services Oct. 8, 2014
at the Wilcox & Regan Funeral Home.

Watertown - Anne (Eggleston) Wind-
heuser, 78; Funeral Services Oct. 11, 2014
at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church;
burial in St. Michael's Cemetery,
Antwerp.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

A Message from National Director, 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Father Andrew Small, OMI

Starting from zero, no Catholics were in Mongolia when
then Father Wencesclao Padilla of the Congregation of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and his fellow Missionaries ar-
rived. The Church has been built here, slowly, with great
love and missionary support.  Today, there are about 850
Catholics in the Church in Mongolia and about 20 to 50 are
welcomed each year.  Now Bishop Wens Padilla remains as
committed today as on that first day to reach out and offer
practical and spiritual support to those in need and to con-
tinue to build the Church.
And through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith,

you make that journey with Bishop Wens and Missionaries
in Mongolia, helping your mission family here build their
Church, the world’s youngest Catholic Church, as you help
also to build local churches across our world.  
“The Church is called to transmit the joy of the Lord to

her children,” Pope Francis tells us.  And as members of the
Church, united as the One Body of Christ, we are called to
support , in prayer and sacrifice, the Church’s mission to
bring that joy to the people everywhere, especially as Pope
Francis urges, “the poorest, the weakest, the least impor-
tant…”
Thank you for considering this year’s World Mission Sun-

day celebration as a concrete way for you and your parish
family to help also to “build the Church”.  Thank you for
your generosity

Please help to
build the Church

Please remember “The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith” 

when writing or changing your Will.
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Could there be a prouder
moment in the life of a
Catholic school second
grader in 1962?
Sister Mary Henrietta

suggested that our
class name its newest
“Pagan Baby” Mary
Louise after Mary Lou’s
mother allowed her to
bring a couple rolls of
pennies into school to
donate to the Holy
Childhood Association.
What a thrill!
Fifty-some years

later, we don’t hear
about pagan babies
anymore – or even the Holy
Childhood Association - but
the children in our Catholic
schools and faith formation
programs are still encouraged

to support the faith of children
in mission lands. 

Our kids today are in-
vited to  belong to the
Missionary Childhood
Association through
they are encouraged to
participate “in the
Church’s mission to
being the Good News of
Jesus to the world.”
Every year, in antici-

pation of World Mission
Sunday, the NCC pub-
lishes the annual report
of the Diocesan Mission
Office, headed by St.
Joseph Sister Mary

Ellen Brett.
Again, we can be proud of

the generosity Catholics in the
North Country – young and old
– have shown to the mission

church.
We can also be proud of our

history with 40 years of sup-
port for St. Martin de Porras
parish in Mollendo, Peru and
annual support for other mis-
sion work through the Mission
Cooperative Appeal every sum-
mer.
Typical of parishes across

the diocese, the Catholic Com-
munity of Holy Name and St.
Matthew (AuSable Forks and
Black Brook) and the Catholic
Community of Keeseville wel-
comed a Salesian priest from
the Philippines to speak at
weekend Masses this past July.
Father Abundio Bacatan

shared stories of his work with
the poorest of the poor who
are aware of their absolute de-
pendency on God. 

Getting through each day is a
struggle, he told them, but all
their difficulties have been
compounded in recent years
by the typhoon and earthquake
that have hit the region. 
What a privilege it was for

Clinton County parishioners to
help him  to continue do the
work of God.
Pope Francis encouraged

both missionaries and those of
us who support them in his
message for the 2014 World
Mission Sunday celebration.
Engaging in or supporting

missionary activity allows
Christians to enter the "flood
of joy" that comes from experi-
encing God's love and sharing
it with others, he said.
Let’s pray that we see plenty

of that kind of joy this weekend! 

“Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they will be called chil-
dren of God.”
Today, we consider a beati-

tude that is rather timely.  This
world of ours needs peacemak-
ers.  We are all sick of all the vi-
olence and war in this world.
Everywhere we look there is vi-
olence.  Even, here, in our own
land, these is too much vio-
lence – too many guns – too
much anger. We certainly need
many, many peacemakers.
In this beatitude, Jesus tells

us that the road to happiness
is by becoming a peacemaker.
For as a peacemaker, we will
have that unique relationship
with God becoming children of
God.  To become a peacemaker,
we must find peace.  However,
peace seems too far out of
reach – even in our own life –
definitely, in our world and
community.  Too often, I won-
der what I could ever do to
make the world more peaceful. 
Yet, the Lord insists that I

must be a peacemaker – then I
will be a child of God.
So, to be a peacemaker, I

must understand peace, how
to be a person of peace.  Peace
is not about an easy and tran-
quil life.  To be a peacemaker I

must demonstrate my faith to
the world by living in peace, by
doing what is right and good in
the Spirit of Jesus.  You see we
can be people of peace even in
a broken, violent world, when
we live in a right and good
way.  In this way, we bring
peace to this world.  The God
of peace will guide and lead us.
Scripture helps us here.  Re-

cently, the Second Reading at a
Sunday Mass was from St.
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians,
chapter 4.  In this section, Paul
teaches his people and us how
we can find peace and then
bring peace to others.
Paul begins this section by

saying – “Have no anxiety.”  My
response to Paul is that I am al-
ways worrying.  I worry about
myself, I worry about my fam-
ily, I worry about many of my
friends, many former parish-
ioners.  The reality is that there
is no way to avoid all worry.

Good and sincere people have
worries because they are peo-
ple who care, who care about
loved ones and many others
and they want to do some-
thing.
Here – Paul is writing about

anxiety.  Anxiety is the kind of
worry that paralyzes, that
keeps a person from doing
anything.  This anxiety is
rooted in a lack of trust in one-
self, in others, and especially
in God.  Anxiety keeps a per-
son from doing something –
anything - to help make the
world a better place.  Paul says
get rid of anxiety.  Anxiety
must never keep us from being
people of peace.
To be this kind of person, St.

Paul tells us to pray, to commit
our cares to the Lord.  Prayer
means we are willing to do
something and we ask God for
support and strength.  Then, in
prayer, we leave all we are un-
able to do in the hands of our
loving God.  In faith, we accept
what happens as God’s will,
even though we may not un-
derstand it.
In prayer, we establish a

unique relationship with God
that helps us to find the peace
of God.  St. Paul tells us that

“the peace of God that sur-
passes all understanding will
guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.”  This peace of
God leads us to live in that
peace and bring peace to our
world.
Also, in this section, St. Paul

tells us to think positively.  In
this way, we will find the peace
of Christ.  Paul cleverly puts it
this way, “Whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, what-
ever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious, if there is any excel-
lence, and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about
these things.”  
Thinking positively makes us

Christlike; when our focus is
negative, we become closed,
very negative, inactive people.
As such we are far from the
peace of God.  As negative peo-
ple, we are convinced that we
can do nothing.
Finally, St. Paul writes to his

people to follow his example.
By doing what should and
must be done with the dedica-
tion and spirit of St. Paul,
doing all that he has taught
you, the God of peace will be
with you.  You will be a peace-
maker. 
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FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Saranac Lake – Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is recruiting new volunteers
and has scheduled a Friendship Volun-
teer Training Program.
Date: Oct. 21-22
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (both mornings
are required to complete the training)
Features: Volunteers  of all faiths in the
Tri-Lakes, Keene, Keene Valley, Wilming-
ton, or other surrounding communities
help their elder neighbors stay con-
nected to their communities.  Training
program is free of charge.
Contact: Pre-registration is required.  To
request registration information,  con-
tact Sheila Schneck at Mercy Care by call-
ing 523-5583.

HARVEST DINNER
Morrisonville – Harvest Dinner to be
held with turkey and all the fixings.
Date: Nov. 9
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Place: St. Alexander’s Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-12, $5; under
5, Free, Take-out, $9 (Call 518-5039 to
order)
Features: Harvest dinner raffle drawing
at 6 p.m., Grand Prize, $1,500; country
store and silent auction.

HARVEST DINNER BUFFET
Altona – Holy Angels Church to hold har-
vest dinner buffet.
Date: Oct. 26
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-12, $4;
Under 5, Free
Features: Roast Turkey and Ham.  Raffle,
pull tabs, country store.  Immediate seat-
ing and take-outs.

QUILTING CLASSES
Ellenburg Center – Quilting classes to be
held.
Place: Our Lady of the Adirondacks
Cost: $25 per class
Classes: Wish Upon a Star: Oct. 18, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilters will use a Moda
Jelly Roll to make a Kansas Troubles Lay-
ered Patchwork quilt Disappearing Pin-
wheel class: Nov. 12, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Donna Hastings, guest instructor.  
Contact: Email thelostsheepquilt-
shop@gmail.com or call 518-594-3253.
Overnight accommodations available. 

PRAYER OF EXAMEN
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondack House of Prayer to hold a re-
treat day.

Date: Nov.8
Time 10 a.m. to 4
Features: Fr. Jack Downs will present
Prayer of Examen, the Ignatian method
of meditation which engages our
thoughts, imagination, emotions, and
desires.   Suggested donation $25.  
Contact: olaprayerhouse@gmail.com or
518-594-3253.RSVP by Nov. 1 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE
Plattsburgh – A 40 Days for Life crusade
has been planned
Date: Sept. 24 to Nov. 2
Place: Outside Planned Parenthood
Time: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Features:  40 Days For Life is a  a life-
saving campaign made up of 3 compo-
nents: Prayer and Fasting, Community
Outreach, Peaceful Vigil.  
Contact: Nancy Monette at 518-561-
8225 40daysforlife.com/plattsburgh

YANKEE POT ROAST
Chateaugay – The 35th Annual Yankee
Pot Roast to be held; proceeds for church
renovations and fuel
Date: Oct. 19
Time: Seatings at noon, 2:30 p.m. and 5
p.m.
Place: St. Patrick’s Church
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-11, $4; under
5, Free
Features: Dinner will be family style.
Take-out and home delivery is at 1 p.m.
and 4 p.m.  Raffle With many prizes in-
cluding $1000 for heating
Contact: Reservations are not needed
but appreciated  by calling Pat at 497-

3183 or Mary Lou at 497-3154.  On Oct.
19 please call the church at 497-6673.

HARVEST DINNER
North Bangor – The Catholic Community
of St. Augustine will be hosting a Harvest
turkey dinner.
Date: Oct. 26
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Place: John C. Dwyer Parish Center; take-
outs available
Cost: Adults, $8; Senior Citizens, $7; Chil-
dren under 12, $5; under 5, Free

TURKEY DINNER
Fort Covington – St. Mary’s Church will
have their annual turkey dinner.
Date: Oct. 19
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $9; Children under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; take-outs, $9
Features: baked goods, canned goods,
fresh produce & flea market items.
50/50 raffle, multi-prize raffle and more!

CRAFT FAIR 
Brushton – St. Mary’s Church will be hav-
ing a craft fair and 
Date: Oct. 18
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Features: Hand crafted items  Silent
auction, bake sale, raffles, lunch available 

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown – A bereavement meeting to
be held.
Date: Oct. 27

Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Hearthside Hospitality Room at
the SSJ Motherhouse.
Speaker: Mr. James Monaco, a local psy-
chotherapist
Theme: "The Healing Process of Grief"

OCTOBER ULTREYA
Watertown - Cursillo Community cele-
brating October Ultreya
Date:  Oct. 23
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8 
Place: St. Patrick's Chapel
Features:  Cursillistas' reunion.  Also, we
welcome those interested in deepening
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
and sharing it with other Catholics.
Contact:  Anne, ams2962@gmail.com or
Pat, pfanning5010@twcny.rr.com

HARVEST HAM DINNER
Black River – St. Paul’s Church to have
family style harvest ham dinner.
Date: Oct. 23
Time: 4 p.m. to 7
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 5-12, $4; under
5, Free
Features: Take-outs available

PRAYER FOR LIFE
Watertown – October has been desig-
nated as Respect Life month in Catholic
Churches throughout the nation.  This
year we will praying outside the Planned
Parenthood facility.
Date: Each day in October
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Features: Each Watertown Catholic
church will have sign-up sheets at their
entranced for those who will join us in
witnessing to the sanctity of all human
life during this time.  If you cannot com-
mit to a specific time, please come any
day you are available.  

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown –The Altar Rosary Society
will be having a spaghetti supper.
Date: Oct. 30
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Anthony’s Church, Msgr. Sechi
Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; Children, $4.50; under
3, Free; Sauce, $5 per quart; Meatballs,
$.75 each
Features: Take-outs begin at 4 p.m.,
please bring your own containers

K OF C BRUNCH
Lyons Falls – The South Lewis Knights of
Columbus will be having an all you can
eat pancake brunch.
Date: Oct. 19

Time: 8 a.m. to Noon
Place: St. John’s Church Hall
Cost: Adults, $7; Children 5-12, $4; under
5, Free

LEWIS EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Lowville – Eucharistic Adoration to be
held. 
Date: Oct. 16
Time: 3 p.m. to 6
Place St. Peter's Church
Features:The Divine Mercy Chaplet,
silent adoration, the Luminous Mysteries
of the Holy Rosary, and The Benediction.

ROAST BEEF DINNER
Harrisville – St. Francis Solanus Church to
have Roast Beef Dinner.
Date: Oct. 15
Time: 4 p.m. to 6
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5-12, $5;
under 5, Free
Features: Take-outs available at 4 p.m.

ST. HEDWIG'S POLISH FEST 
Houseville – St. Hedwig's is holding its
Annual Polish Fest to raise funds for
church repairs and restoration
Date: Oct. 19
Time: Noon 
Features: Polish food, theme basket raf-
fles, bake sale,  50/50 Raffle. Donations of
theme baskets, pies and monetary dona-
tions  appreciated. 
Contact: Joann 348-8735, Mary 348-
8836 or Mary Ann 348-6260.

CRAFT SHOW
Brasher Falls - The Altar Rosary Society of
St. Patrick’s Church will hold its annual
craft show.
Date: Nov. 1
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: K of C Hall
Cost: Adults, $1; Students $.5; under 5,
Free
Features:All kinds of crafts.  Luncheon
and refreshments will be available. 

FALL BAZAAR
Norfolk – The Altar Rosary Society will
be having a Fall Bazaar.
Date: Oct. 25
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center
Features: Food Sale with Cabbage Rolls,
Country Store, Candy Sale, Coffee &
Donuts, Hand Made Crafts, Christmas
Crafts, Attic Table, Religious Articles.
Luncheon served from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m.; Raffle tickets $1 donation

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

The North County Catholicwelcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.
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The small town of Redford in Clinton County has notable
fame for out of its hills, a native and distinguished soul
came.  As a young girl Sister Agnes Racette became a
boarder at the convent school of Sallaz Academy in Red-
ford.Sister Agnes Racette was born on March 30, 1919, the
daughter of the late Louis A. Racette and Ursula M.
Suprenant.  She grew up in a large family with four broth-
ers and four sisters; she attended elementary school under
the care of a devoted teacher, her mother. 

First in a series of biographies of 2014 religious jubilarians

Upon completing the eighth grade she entered Sallaz
Academy where she spent her high school years guided by
the Sisters of Charity of St. Louis.  
A few years later, she followed the call to the religious life

and professed vows in 1939 and made Final Profession on
August 25, 1945 in the same religious congregation.
She arrived at Our Lady of Victory Convent in Platts-

burgh.  After completing her stay at the College at St. Rose
in Albany, she obtained a Masters of Religious Studies at
the University of Ottawa in Ontario. 
Sister Agnes began a long and successful career as a

teacher and principal.
It wasn't long before she received the big word: She was

named Superior....had her ears rightly heard?  It seemed
not to her, but to others so likely, for a kind Mother to
many she proved to be.  
Besides being Superior, she taught the eighth grade; she

must had done well, for by Keeseville, she was sought.  
Her same role as principal was nothing strange nor was

her teaching eighth grade there subject to change.  
Her years of Mission Appointments also took her to Val-

cartier, P.Q, Cheshire, CT, and Oakville, CT.
Besides being a teacher, principal and superior, she had

responsibilities as treasurer and Provincial Councilor.  On
Nov.20, 1999 Sister Agnes Racette was one of the inductees
in the Clinton County Catholic Schools Wall of Acclaim
sponsored by Seton Catholic Central.
Sister Agnes withdrew from active service in 1989 when

she began her retirement at Our Lady of Victory Convent in
Plattsburgh, and participated in the ministry of prayer.
Some of her favorite activities included reading, Word
Search, caring for plants, and oil painting. 

Her creative talent showed itself in her recycling of
greeting cards, which were distributed to the residents at
the Nursing Homes during the holiday season. 
On Nov. 16, 2009 sickness required that she make her

home at Evergreen Valley Nursing home where she cur-
rently resides.  In her stay there she touches the lives of
staff and residents and prays for them as well as for her
Sisters in community.

Bishop Terry R. LaValley presided at a Mass Oct. 2 at St. Patrick’s Church in Watertown during which Sister Linh Terese Nguyen made
her first profession as a Sister Adorer for the Precious Blood. He is pictured after the Mass with the Precious Blood Sisters who at-
tended the special event. From left are Sister Mary Catherine Pham, Sister Joan and Sister Virginia from the Manchester, New Hamp-
shire monastery, Sister Linh, Bishop LaValley, Sister Martha Emery, Sister Marilyn McGillan and Sister Rose Mary Rossi.

Sr. Agnes Racette:
75 year jubilarian

NEWLY PROFESSED PRECIOUS BLOOD SISTER

PHOTO BY T. EPPRIDGE
Ursulines Sisters with connections to the Diocese of Ogdensburg were among 400,000 who took part in the People’s Climate March
Sept. 21 in New York City. From left are Sisters Sheila Murphy of Malone;  Sister Jane Finnerty, Ursuline provincial; Sister   Jeannie
Humphries, former teacher at Flanders School in Malone; Sister   Maureen Welch, former pastoral associate in Malone and Sister
Teresa Byrne who currently resides in Malone. Sister Sheila writes about the experience in an article on page 7.

URSULINE SISTERS ON THE MARCH
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AT THE MOVIES

LEFT BEHIND
'Left Behind,' first in
trilogy, weaves fiction
with rapture theology 

By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service 

The fundamentalist con-
ception of the rapture, as
described in the best-selling
"Left Behind" novels, may be
arriving - for the first time -
at a movie theater near you. 

Three earlier films, all
starring Kirk Cameron, were
marketed primarily as home
videos, though the first did
have a limited theatrical re-
lease. They never drew as
large an audience as the se-
ries of 16 apocalyptic vol-
umes from authors Tim
LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins
that began in 1995. 

The reboot is the first in a
planned trilogy of pictures
from Stoney Lake Entertain-
ment. Director Vic Arm-
strong says Nicolas Cage,
who plays faith-averse air-
line pilot Rayford Steele, is
expected to appear in all of
them. Additional star power
in the initial outing comes
from Lea Thompson, Chad
Michael Murray, Nicky Whe-
lan and Jordin Sparks. 

Like both its print and
screen predecessors, the
new "Left Behind" inter-
weaves a fictional narrative
with rapture theology. 

As presented in the
movie, the latter asserts that
the return of Jesus Christ to
earth will be preceded by a
seven-year period of tribula-
tion. Christian believers,
however, will be spared the
global catastrophes of this
era because they will have
been "raptured up" to
heaven. 

"No one was happy" with
the first series of films,
Armstrong says, particularly
LaHaye. This time, he adds,
everyone thinks they got it
right, with more of an em-
phasis on the "adventure
story." 

"We didn't want to stuff
anything down anyone's
throat," says Armstrong, a
former stunt man and stunt
coordinator. "We didn't want
to make a preachy movie.
It's a fine line to walk, to get
it right." 

Believers in rapture doc-
trine focus on Bible verses
that they maintain predict
the end times with some
precision. 

There are few specific ref-
erences to these in the new
film. In the opening min-
utes, a character asks if any-
one has read Chapter 24,
Verse 7 of the Gospel of St.
Matthew, a verse in which
Jesus speaks of wars,
famines and earthquakes.
All these things, the next
verse states, are "the begin-
ning of the labor pains."
Jesus' discourse comes in
response to his disciples' re-
quest for the signs of his re-
turn. 

Catholic theologians have
long been concerned by the
novels, which veer away
from Catholic beliefs specif-
ically - and mainstream
Christian ones more gener-
ally. 

"A seven-year tribulation
between the 'rapture' and
the return of Christ is not
biblical," Catholic religious
educator Joyce Donahue
wrote in 2004. "Scripture
teaches that Christ will
come after a period of tribu-
lation and that all believers
will at that time be taken up
to heaven to be with him."

Donahue also criticized the
"harsh, judgmental" view of
God in the novels. 

Rapture theology delin-
eates three distinct advents
of Christ: First, his physical
birth in Bethlehem; second,
his secret return to "rapture
up" Christian believers be-
fore the end times, and
third, his appearance in
majesty at the end of the
world. 

Catholic teaching, by con-
trast, maintains that Christ's
return in glory will be his
second coming, not his
third. 

None of this, Armstrong
says, concerned the actors
while the film was being
made. Filmmaking, being
"quite a clinical process," he
doesn't think many of them
understood the theological
underpinnings when they
signed up. Eventually,
though, "everyone did their
homework." 

Cage, he says, focused
more on the personal drama
of Steele's troubled mar-
riage. "He has a very, very
warm heart. He related to a
lot of the situations." 

One of Cage's few public
comments about the film

was given to The Christian
Post: "If you look at my fil-
mography there's no secret
to the fact I am drawn to
movies that aren't afraid to
take on spiritual themes. 

"Without going into my
personal spirituality, which
is very sacred to me and not
for public consumption or
meant to be put in the
media, I like to let my work
speak for me. I like to find
movies that allow me to ex-
plore these inner or outer

worlds through the work
without me having to really
talk too much about it."

CNS PHOTO/TEDDY SMITH, COURTESY STONEY LAKE ENTERTAINMENT
Nicolas Cage stars in a scene from the movie "Left Behind." 
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AT THE LIFECHAIN IN SARANAC LAKE

PHOTOS BY COLLEEN MINER
Grace Carlson of St. Agnes Parish in Lake Placid and Katie Samperi, St. Bernard's, Saranac Lake, above left, were
part of the group of prolifers who took part in the Saranac Lake Lifechain Oct. 5, Respect Life Sunday. De-
scribed as a peaceful, prayerful, public pro-life presence, Lifechains were also held in five other North Country

sites: Massena, Plattsburgh, Potsdam, Schroon Lake and Willsboro. Above, center, Father Thomas Higman,
parochial vicar of the Catholic Churches of the Mountains and Lakes, takes his place along Lake Flower in
downtown Saranac Lake, and, at right, John Miner, diocesan director of respect life ministry, stands in the
Lifechain line. Father Higman writes about the experience in the article below.

By Father Thomas Higman
Parochial Vicar, Catholic Churches
of the Mountains and Lakes

“Here’s your sign!” 
No, this isn’t a review of a

particular episode of the
Blue Collar Comedy series,
but instead a reflection on
our role as a Church in rais-
ing awareness about the
sanctity of all human life. 

On Sunday, October 5, I
participated in the regional
Lifechain event sponsored
by the Diocesan Respect Life
Office in Saranac Lake.

Arriving at nearly the last
minute after completing my
last scheduled Mass that
Sunday, I was told, that
there was a pile of signs in
the band shell, and that I
should pick one up, and
head out to River Street.  

Being at the end of the

line, like at a covered dish
supper or buffet, I became
nervous about the remain-
ing choices.  

Here’s your sign, forsaken in
death, but raised in glory:
JESUS Forgives & Heals!

There I stood in a moment
of decision – which sign to
pick? Signs remained which
read, “Abortion hurts
women”, “Women do regret
their abortion” or “Defund
Planned Parenthood” – all of
which are common phrases
and messages echoing
throughout the pro-life
movement today, but not
what I wanted to stand and
hold for an hour along the
street. 

Instead, one sign, the only
one of its kind left, read,
“JESUS Forgives & Heals”—
and it dawned on me –
“Here’s your sign!”

Often enough, since the
Supreme Court decision to
legalize abortion in 1973,
there’s a great focus and
emphasis on statistical data,
facts and figures and com-

parative charts, which high-
light for us the grave nature
of this situation in our coun-
try. Yet, while these facts are
valuable, in that they don’t
lie - this is not the final
analysis.

Early on in his pontificate,
Pope Francis reminded
Catholics not to focus sim-
ply on the hot button is-
sues, understood to mean
the deluge of data – but in-
stead, to consider the larger
context of these issues, and
show forth a Church whose
sign reads, JESUS Forgives
and Heals.  

There is no doubt that the
Catholic Church has been
and will remain the greatest
champion for human life,
however, as his mystical
body on earth, the Church
along with the truth – must
also show the way and the
life.

Since 1973, the Church
has been presenting the
case, and will continue to do
so, but at the same time  the
Church will not tie a heavy
burden on people’s backs
and not lift a finger to help
them. (cf. Matthew 23:4) 

Taken together, “the way,

the truth, and the life”, the
Church is able to honestly
present the truth, to which
all people are given the
right, and show forth the
way, which leads to new life
in Christ. 

First and foremost, the
Church participates in
Christ’s mission of redemp-
tion through the sacrament
of reconciliation. 

A statistic known now
only to the heart of God;
Christ’s mystical body on
earth, through the ministry
of unworthy ministers,
stands ready at a moment’s
notice to offer this mercy
and new life to the humble
contrite heart. 

Ready also are programs
and retreats such as
Rachel’s Vineyard and Proj-
ect Rachel, developed with
the help of skilled profes-
sionals - medical doctors,
psychologists, priests, reli-
gious and lay faithful - to as-
sist in the ongoing healing
needed from the scourge of
abortion. 

As Archbishop of New
York, John Cardinal O’Con-
nor (1984-2000) acknowl-
edged this need, and said,

“Recognizing that many
abortions are the result of
fear, poverty, or the inability
to find help . . . I announce
that any woman from any
race or religion from any-
where, pregnant and in
need, could come to me:
that we would ensure free
medical care, hospitaliza-
tion and legal assistance
and counseling either to
keep her baby or offer it for
adoption.”

JESUS Forgives and Heals.
In the sixteenth chapter of

Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus ad-
dresses the need for a sign.
He says that “an evil and un-
faithful generation seeks a
sign” and that no sign would
be given “except the sign of
Jonah.” 

Jonah was in the belly of
the whale three days and
three nights – and Jesus in
the sleep of death three
days, and to some seemed
hopeless, but Jonah from
the fish, and Jesus from the
heart of the earth came to
show “the way, the truth and
the life.” 

Here’s your sign, forsaken
in death, but raised in glory:
JESUS Forgives and Heals!

Here’s your sign!
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Reflecting on our allegiance to two kingdoms
Many of you will remem-

ber back in 1963 when John
F. Kennedy was
president. Nuns in
classrooms proudly
hung pictures of the
“two Johns”  - Pope
John XXIII and John
F. Kennedy.   
After his tragic as-

sassination, coins
were soon struck -
the Kennedy half-
dollar-- bearing that
famous profile. 
For a brief time in

history, he was King -
our hero.  Soon after,
he was discovered to
be a monarch with clay feet,
just like most other earthly
monarchs. 
In today’s first reading, we

find an unusual prophecy.

Isaiah delivers a personal
message to a pagan

monarch, the Per-
sian King Cyrus.
He refers to him as
the Lord’s anointed!  
The message is

that there is only
one God, and he
alone is responsible
for the rise and fall
of earthly kings. He
is the one who
opens doors and
causes kings to
“run in his service.”
In other words, as

the famous spiritual
sings, “He’s got the

whole world in His hands”. 
In the second reading, St.

Paul reminds the Thessalo-
nians that “our Gospel did
not come to you in word

alone, but also in power and
in the Holy Spirit and with
much conviction.”
The two readings together

prepare us well for Jesus’
answer to the Pharisees who
were trying to trap him -
“Render to Caesar what be-
longs to Caesar, and to God,
what belongs to God”.
To the Herodians, Caesar

was a god.  We wonder if
they really got Jesus’ mes-
sage that there is only one
God of the universe to
whom we owe absolute alle-
giance. He is the one to
whom we owe everything -
the air we breathe, the life
we live, the possessions we
cling to so jealously.  
We note that Jesus called

to the Pharisees’ attention
the inscription on their

coins.  Just as the profile of
Caesar claimed their alle-
giance, so too does the
image and inscription of
God on our hearts demand
of us our complete obedi-
ence.
God inscribed on every

heart the command, “You
shall love the Lord your God
will all your heart (soul,
mind, and strength), and
you shall love your neigh-

bor as yourself”.  
On this Mission Sunday, it

is good for us to reflect on
the allegiance we owe to
both kingdoms.  
We have the strongest re-

sponsibility to support the
“evangelization,”, that is, the
making known the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to every na-
tion on earth.    
We must help financially

those courageous mission-
aries who are faced with
martyrdom in their work. 

It means our day-to-day
witness  through our ac-
tions, our words, and our
patterns of living.  

Being responsible and
loyal to His kingdom will
ensure that we are loyal and
responsible to our earthly
leaders. 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
READINGS

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Matthew 22:15-21

Oct. 19

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

OUR READERS WRITE

As a child I was always attracted to
and close to all forms of creation.  As an
adult I had the opportunity to visit many
breathtaking wonders of the world.  

I have walked on glaciers that do not
exist anymore.  It is now so evident that
human beings by their behavior are
damaging the beauty and well-being of
so many parts of creation: the air, the
sea, the land, etc.  
World leaders on all levels have failed

to recognize the threat and work to-
gether to find solutions.
The role of the Church and all world

religions is crucial to the care of creation.
Pope Benedict in 2008 made possible
solar energy for the Vatican State.  Fol-
lowing his lead, Bishop Terry LaValley in-
stalled an array of solar panels to provide
electricity for his residence in Ogdens-
burg.It is time now to hit the streets,

country side, and every feasible place
and see if it is possible to use solar power
and new small expandable wind tur-
bines to end the use of fossil fuels and
their carbon emissions into the atmos-
phere.
On September 21st there were cli-

mate marches around the world.  In New
York City hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, including some from the North
Country, voiced their concerns about the
current state of the climate and the care
of creation.  
Joining them was Ban Ki-moon, Sec-

retary General of the United Nations,
who agreed that the care of creation is
the most important task of the moment.
May all of us, regardless of denomina-

tion or religion, ordained or lay people,
young or old, work to care for creation.  
Let us work together so that soon

there will be thousands of solar arrays
raising their glassy fingers to heaven
begging for nutritious energy to power
all creation with food from the sun.

SINCERELY,
FR. PAUL V. BEYETTE
THE SOLAR PRIEST

The care of creation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Ten years later, Chad and

Jessica have continued to
grow in love and faith.
Today they have six

beautiful children, “Each
one asked for, cherished,
and delighted in. And us?
We are more in love than
we could ever have imag-
ined!”
This couple’ story is

uniquely their own.  But the
faith, hope, and love that
can grow through the use
of Natural Family Planning
can come to all couples
open to receiving them,
which is why the Diocesan
NFP Office works to pro-
pose and promote the
teaching of the Church on
God’s plan for sex and love.  
Using St. Pope John Paul

II’s Theology of the Body,
our presentations focus on
the truth of the human per-
son made in God’s image.
This truth is foundational

for understanding who we
are in Christ, and for know-
ing what modes of acting
are consistent with our dig-
nity as beloved sons and
daughters of God; it also
leads to happiness since it
corresponds to the deepest
desires of our hearts.
This beautiful part of the

Good News is carried for-
ward in a variety of ways
by the work of the NFP Of-
fice.  
This message is brought

to hundreds of couples
each year who are prepar-
ing for marriage through
Pre Canas and parish mar-
riage preparation pro-
grams.  Presentations are
made upon request to
other groups, including col-
lege students.  
Posters, pamphlets, and

CD’s are made available to
all parishes as part of Na-
tional NFP Awareness Week
each July. (A highlight of

the 2014 observance,  in
concert with several other
diocesan offices, was the
July 26th “Building Strong
Families” workshop, which
featured author and profes-
sor, Dr. Angela Franks.) 
NFP and Theology of the

Body materials are always
available from the NFP Of-
fice upon request, and
there has been a marked in-
terest in the latter from
parents looking for faith-
based material to assist
them in the formation of
their own children in mat-
ters of sex and love. 
As the NFP Office contin-

ues this vital work, we keep
ever in mind the generosity
of the people of our dio-
cese, and of the Bishop’s
Fund, that makes it possi-
ble.  May God bless you for
your kindness, and may he
continue to open our hearts
to himself and to one an-
other.

Bishop’s Fund
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Nicholas Lender, a student of St. Mary’s School in Ticonderoga, helps his little brother,
Andrew on the monkey bars Oct. 3. This was the first time that the SMS elementary
school students were able to play on the school playground together since the fire that
destroyed the school Sept. 5. It was also the first time that the elementary and middle
school students were together on the playground since the fire. 

Ticonderoga Knights of Columbus St. Isaac Jogues Council 333 will host an open house Monday, Oct. 20, at 7 p.m. at their home on
Montcalm Street. Desserts will be served. Knights along with prospective members and their families are invited. See page 7 for
story about the work of this council.

PHOTO BY STEVE TARTAGLIA
October 3 was pet blessing day for St. Mary's School in Canton. Above, Peggy Lennon,
Emma Gainey, Madison Hoy, Caroline Silver and Kennedy Fountain present their dogs
for a blessing from Father Douglas Lucia, pastor.

Seton Catholic Central School and Seton Academy  in Plattsburgh recently held a paid dress down day to raise funds to help  students
of the fire-ravaged St. Mary's School in Ticonderoga.  To date, Plattsburgh the schools have raised over $1,000. Shown are two Seton
Academy students Isaiah Trunck and Allisyn Johnston and two students from Seton Catholic Nate Boulé and Abby Boulé.
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By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - In official re-
ports of the closed-door
talks at the Synod of Bish-
ops on the family, an emerg-
ing theme has been the call
for a new kind of language
more appropriate for pas-
toral care today. 

Vatican Letter

"Language appeared
many, many times," Basilian
Father Thomas Rosica, the
briefer for English-speaking
journalists, told reporters
Oct.7, the assembly's sec-
ond working day. "There's a
great desire that our lan-
guage has to change in
order to meet the very com-
plex situations" the church
faces. 
One bishop, whom Father

Rosica did not name in ac-
cordance with synod rules,
reportedly told fellow par-
ticipants that "language
such as 'living in sin,' 'intrin-
sically disordered' or 'con-
traceptive mentality' are not
necessarily words that in-
vite people to draw closer to
Christ and the church." ("In-
trinsically disordered" is a
term used by the Catechism
of the Catholic Church to
describe homosexual acts.) 
Speaking to the synod

Oct. 7, Archbishop Diar-
muid Martin of Dublin
spoke of the need for new
language with which to
communicate with married
couples. 
"To many, the language of

the church appears to be a
disincarnated language of
telling people what to do, a
one-way dialogue," the arch-
bishop said, according to
excerpts of his remarks
published by the Irish bish-
ops' conference. 
"The lived experience and

struggle of spouses can help
find more effective ways of
expression of the funda-

mental elements of church
teaching," he said 
Following the same ses-

sion, Cardinal Wilfrid Fox
Napier of Durban, South
Africa, told Catholic News
Service that "language is
something we've overlooked
for a good while; we've used
language that is out of
touch with the way people
speak today." 
"In the past, it was suffi-

cient to say to people, 'You
are going to hell if you con-
tinue this way of life.' Hell
was a reality and it was
something they knew and
they understood it. But if
you talk about hell today,
people don't know what you
are talking about," Cardinal
Napier said.
"So I think the emphasis,”

he said, “is shifting (toward),
'how can you be in a loving
relationship with Jesus, and
through Jesus with your
brother and sister in the
church, if you are living in
this condition which sepa-
rates and alienates you from
Jesus?" 

German Cardinal Walter
Kasper, whose controversial
proposal to make it easier
for divorced and civilly re-
married Catholics to receive
Communion has been a
major topic of discussion at
the synod, told CNS Oct. 1
that a traditional descrip-
tion of such couples as
practicing "perpetual adul-
tery" is not acceptable in a
pastoral context. 
"If you tell people who

live in this way and they do
it in a responsible way, tell
them that adultery, perma-
nent adultery, I think they
would feel insulted and of-
fended. We must be very
careful also in our lan-
guage," Cardinal Kasper said
in English. "Permanent adul-
tery? It seems to me too
strong." 
Bishop Johann Bonny of

Antwerp, Belgium, is not a
member of the synod, but in
September he published a
widely read essay calling on
the assembly to initiate a
range of major changes in
the church, including in its

language, which he argued
is often "offensive" and "hu-
miliating." 
Couples living together

outside of marriage, using
contraception or resorting
to in vitro fertilization - all
activities prohibited by
Catholic teaching - "deserve
more respect and a more
nuanced evaluation than the
language of certain church
documents appears to pre-
scribe. The mechanisms of
accusation and exclusion
they have the potential to
activate can only block the
way to evangelization,"
Bishop Bonny wrote. 
The synod heard an exam-

ple of newer language Oct.
6, when two non-voting au-
ditors told Pope Francis and
the rest of the assembly that
Catholic parishes should
welcome same-sex couples. 
In their remarks, Ron and

Mavis Pirola used the word
"gay," rather than "homosex-
ual person," which has been
the preferred term in official
Vatican discourse. The Piro-
las may have taken their cue

from the pope, who fa-
mously used the word "gay"
during an inflight news con-
ference in July 2013. 
The Pirolas also said

much of the church's teach-
ing is expressed in language
that seems to be from "an-
other planet" and "not terri-
bly relevant to our own
experiences." 
Not all synod fathers have

the same idea of what lan-
guage the church should
adopt or discard. 
In remarks to the assem-

bly Oct. 9, Cardinal Andre
Vingt-Trois of Paris, one of
three synod presidents ap-
pointed by the pope, de-
nounced the "contraceptive
mentality" he said leads
many Catholics to think the
use of artificial birth control
is not a sin. 
Later that day, Cardinal

Vingt-Trois told CNS that, al-
though the church must
"find modes of expression
and modes of communica-
tion that will allow it to an-
nounce the good news so
that it may be heard,"
changing pastoral language
does not mean changing the
language in which theolo-
gians formulate church
teaching. 
"When a physician makes

a diagnosis, he uses terms
to designate precisely the
disease in question, but
these terms, if he tells them
to the patient, he will not
understand them. There-
fore, he must explain the di-
agnosis with words that are
not technical words. In the-
ology, it is the same thing,"
Cardinal Vingt-Trois said. 
"When one addresses peo-

ple to announce the good
news of Christ, one does not
teach a theology course.
One tells them the contents
of the theology but with a
vocabulary they can under-
stand," the cardinal said. "I
was a professor of theology.
When I taught a theology
course, I did not give a ser-
mon; that is another literary
genre." 

AT THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON THE FAMILY

Does the church need to watch its language?

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING
Irish Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin talks with retired Bishop Frangiskos Papamanolis of Syros, Greece, as they leave the
morning session of the extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family at the Vatican Oct. 9. Speaking to the synod Oct. 7, Archbishop Mar-
tin spoke of the need for new language with which to communicate with married couples. 



By Sister Sheila Murphy, OSU
Member, Diocesan Faith & Ecology group

The streets of NeW York
City around Columbus Cir-
cle  Sept. 21, were filled
with joyous, peaceful citi-
zens who were “Taking a
Call for Climate Change to
the Streets” according to the
New York Times. 
“Legions of demonstrators

descended…with a message
of alarm for world leaders
set to gather [that] week for
a summit meeting on cli-
mate change,”  the neWspa-
per reported.
The latest figure esti-

mated for participation was
400,000 including Ursuline
Sisters With connections to
the Diocese of Ogdensburg.
(See photo on page 3.)  
The atmosphere was elec-

tric, energizing, spirited.
No problems, no com-
plaints, no disrespect, no
agony.  
As people emerged from

subway exits they sought
the means of joining the
crowd with others already
in the street; however the
police were polite and con-
scientious as they invited
people to keep moving -
otherwise there would have
been a grand back-up!   
There was no rain despite

some earlier warnings.  And
no sun - that would have
been very uncomfortable on
a warm fall day.  
There were banners,

streamers, symbols, singers,
pray-ers, drummers, bell
ringers, color designations,
parents with kids, and
grandparents. 
A couple outfitted in neon

green had come on a bus
from Plattsburgh!  
And finally after a good

while waiting on 57th Street,
the “Catholic” group got the
okay to start moving.  
This joyful occasion was

not all fun and games: at an
appropriate moment there
was silence befitting the se-

riousness of the message -
the message was under-
stood as nothing less than
the future of life on planet
Earth.

As a woman of faith, I believe
it is our moral responsibility 
to care for all of creation

Catholic bishops have
made known their concerns
RE: carbon pollution and its
effect on living beings. 
“Increasingly limited ac-

cess to water, reduced crop
yields, more widespread
disease, more frequent and
intense droughts and
storms, as well as conflict
over declining resources—
are all making the lives of
the world’s poorest people
even more precarious.”
(Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Develop-
ment & Committee on Inter-
national Justice and Peace)
Dominican Patricia

Siemen shared her reasons

for participating in the
March: “We are marching to
demonstrate our solidarity
with everyone who has a
commitment to change the
environmentally destructive
ways we are living as a peo-
ple….As a woman of faith, I
believe it is our moral re-
sponsibility to care for all of
creation.”
In August our own Bishop

LaValley, during his blessing
of the solar panels at his
residence, pointed out that

as Catholics, “we should fos-
ter a deep respect for the sa-
credness of God’s creation…
.The solar panels are good
economically, environmen-
tally, and spiritually [but the
savings are minor consider-
ing] what can be done to
create a more sustainable
future that is consistent
with God’s intention” for our
world. 400,000 people cer-
tainly think we can do a bet-
ter job now in caring for
Earth, our home. 
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By Fred Herbst
Contributing writer

TICONDEROGA — The tragic fire
at St. Mary’s School in Ticon-
deroga has at least one silver
lining. It’s served as a rallying
point for the local Knights of
Columbus.
“Our support of St. Mary’s

School gives us another op-
portunity to serve our com-
munity and grow,” said
Grand Knight Mike Edson of
Knights of Columbus St.
Isaac Jogues Council 333. 
“Our school needs us,” he

said. “Our children need us.
Our parish community needs
us. As Catholic gentlemen,
and as Knights of Columbus,
we need to come together at
this time.
“This year we have two

goals,” Edson said. “To
strengthen our brotherhood
and council and to do what-
ever we can to aid and sup-

port the students and faculty
of St. Mary’s School.”
With those goals in mind,

the Knights will host an open
house Oct. 20, at 7 p.m. at
their home on Montcalm
Street. Desserts will be
served. Knights along with
prospective members and
their families are invited.
Officers and members will

be available to discuss the
organization, its role in the
community and its goals.
“We will explain the chari-

table acts we perform, how
we support our parish and
community and the benefits
of belonging to our honored
order,” Edson said. 
“If someone hasn’t been to

the council hall in a while,
they should join us and see
the enthusiasm of the cur-
rent membership and hear
our plans for future growth
and success,” he said.
The open house is for cur-

rent and prospective mem-

bers, the grand knight
stressed.
“It’s an opportunity for

prospective members to
learn about us and a chance
for older members to get re-
acquainted with the council,”
Edson said.
The St. Isaac Jogues Coun-

cil 333 has 259 members and
a long history. The local
Knights of Columbus formed
April 24, 1898, with 42 mem-
bers.
The Knights of Columbus

is a Catholic men’s organiza-
tion dedicated to the core
principles of charity, unity,
fraternity and patriotism.
The Ticonderoga council

has dedicated thousands of
hours and monetary gifts to
St. Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s
School and the community.
Its emphasis on youth citi-

zenship has included spon-
sorship of local Little League
teams, the Knights of Colum-
bus free throw competition,

the Distinguished Young
Woman and the Year pro-
gram and high school ath-
letes and athletic teams.
As a community service

the Knights host many social
events each year, including
the Irishman of the Year din-
ner, a New Year’s celebration,
a Valentine’s Day event and
many fund-raising dinners
and events for local groups
and individuals in need.
The Knights of Columbus

also host private functions
such as graduation, wedding
and anniversary parties and
receptions.
This month alone the

Knights will host five public
events, in addition to its
open house. The annual
Ticonderoga High School
Hall of Fame dinner  was held
at the Knights hall  Oct. 10. 
The fourth annual “Wing

War,” which brings area
restaurants together in a
friendly competition to de-

termine who serves the best
chicken wings in the area,
will be held  Oct. 18, at 2 p.m.
“Wing Wars” has been a bene-
fit for the Ticonderoga Food
Pantry.
The Knights will host a

breakfast Oct. 19, to benefit
St. Mary’s School.
Pat DeVaney will present a

program on his trek along
the Camino de Santiago Fri-
day, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m.  El
Camino de Santiago, is the
pilgrimage to the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela in
northwestern Spain, where
legend has it that the re-
mains of Jesus’s apostle Saint
James the Elder lie. The
Camino has existed as a
Christian pilgrimage for
more than 1,000 years. 
A spaghetti dinner to sup-

port the LaChute Road Run-
ners Club’s scholarship and
youth activities will be held
at the Knights of Columbus
Oct. 30, at 5:30 p.m.

Fire at St. Mary’s School raises interest in need for service

Ti Knights to hold membership event Oct. 20

Ursulines add voices to call for climage change
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD
Bishops emphasize traditional marriage after Supreme Court action 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- After the Supreme Court Oct. 6 declined to review rul-
ings overturning five states' bans on same-sex marriage, several U.S. bishops
criticized the court's inaction and reiterated that according to church teaching,
traditional marriage is a union between one man and one woman. Oklahoma
City Archbishop Paul S. Coakley said the court's failure to review the Circuit
Court decisions was "deeply disappointing. Marriage is not merely a human in-
stitution that can simply be redefined at will, but one established by our cre-
ator and necessary for human flourishing. Children deserve a mother and a
father who are committed to a faithful and permanent union," he said. North
Carolina Bishops Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte and Michael F. Burbidge of Raleigh
said in a statement: "Millions of Americans have looked to the Supreme Court
to put this issue to rest by supporting marriage as being between one man and
one woman. We know from our Catholic teaching that marriage is a perma-
nent, faithful and fruitful covenant joining a man and a woman. It is our duty to
continue to affirm marriage in this way, and it is our hope that the Supreme
Court will ultimately agree."

'Place the poor' ahead of everything, Catholic Charities workers told 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (CNS) -- Poverty, in particular understanding its root causes
and finding innovative ways to reduce it, was the focus of Catholic Charities
USA's annual national gathering Oct. 4-7 in Charlotte. Discussions had extra ur-
gency given the stagnating number of Americans living at or below the
poverty line. "This is our opportunity to come together as providers of critical
life services to nearly 10 million of our economically poor sisters and brothers
throughout this nation," said Gerard Carter, executive director of Catholic Chari-
ties Diocese of Charlotte, which hosted the event. A message from Pope Francis
could not have been more fitting for the 500-plus people from Catholic Chari-
ties agencies and partners across the United States as they opened their pro-
ceedings. "Be merciful," the pope said, speaking in his native Spanish in a
personalized video message. "I ask you to place the poor ahead of yourselves in
everything you do. 

Life of newly beatified New Jersey sister called 'recipe for holiness' 
NEWARK, N.J. (CNS) -- More than 2,200 people packed the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark Oct. 4 to celebrate the first beatification liturgy in
the United States. Sister Miriam Teresa Demjanovich, a Sister of Charity of St.
Elizabeth from Bayonne, was given the title "blessed" in a joyful ceremony con-
ducted in three languages - English, Latin and Slovak. Blessed Miriam Teresa
died in 1927 at age 26. Pope Francis paved the way for her beatification in De-
cember 2013 when he accepted that, through her intercession, Michael Mencer,
a young New Jersey boy, was cured in 1963 of blindness caused by macular de-
generation. Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for Saints'
Causes, was the principal celebrant of the liturgy. He was joined by Archbishop
John J. Myers of Newark; Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, apostolic nuncio to the
United States; Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of Paterson; Bishop Kurt Burnette of
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic; Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, retired
archbishop of Washington; and six other bishops and more than 100 priest con-
celebrants. The 20-minute processional included Mencer, now 58, and his family,
members of Blessed Miriam Teresa's family and hundreds of Sisters of Charity.

TOTOWA, N.J. (CNS) - Father Bene-
dict J. Groeschel, who was a
founder of the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal, a lead-
ing pro-life figure and popu-
lar author, retreat master and
preacher, died Oct. 3 at St.
Joseph's Home for the eld-
erly in Totowa after a long ill-
ness. He was 81. 
A funeral Mass was cele-

brated for Father Groeschel
Oct. 10 at Newark's cathedral
basilica, followed by burial at
Most Blessed Sacrament Fri-
ary in Newark. The burial will
be private. 
"The Catholic Church and

the Franciscan family lost a
giant today," said an Oct. 3
statement issued by Father
Groeschel's community. 
Over the past decade, de-

spite his decline in health,
Father Groeschel "continued
to serve the church gener-
ously and with great fidelity,"
according to his community. 
In January 2004, Father

Groeschel hovered near
death after a car hit him in
Orlando, Florida. After a
yearlong recovery, he had to
walk with a cane and experi-
enced weakness in one of his
arms. But he was able to re-
sume his schedule. 
In 2012, following a minor

stroke and other health com-
plications, he officially re-
tired from public life and was
welcomed by the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor in Totowa.
Daily visits of family and
friends were the highlight of
his days along with spending
time in the chapel, concele-
brating Mass and making his
daily Holy Hour. 
Father Groeschel had pub-

lished a number of books on
spirituality and pastoral
counseling and founded the
Trinity Retreat, a center for
prayer and study for clergy.
He taught at Fordham Uni-
versity, Iona College and
Maryknoll Seminary. 
At the time of his death, he

was writing a memoir to be
published by Our Sunday
Visitor called "The Life of a

Struggling Soul. He also
wrote numerous articles for
various periodicals including
First Things and Priest Maga-
zine. 
In the 1970s, he headed

the Office of Spiritual Devel-
opment in the Archdiocese
of New York. For more than
30 years he was a regular on
various programs on the
Eternal World Television Net-
work. He was host of EWTN's
"Sunday Night Prime" televi-
sion for many years. 
His outreach to the poor

was legendary - for decades
he distributed food to hun-
dreds of needy people in the
South Bronx.
His first assignment as a

priest was as Catholic chap-
lain at Children's Village in
Dobbs Ferry, New York, a res-
idential facility for troubled
children. 
After being there 14 years,

he became founding director
of Trinity Retreat in Larch-
mont, New York, a retreat
house primarily for Catholic
clergy and religious. He was
there for 40 years. 
He also was the founder of

St. Francis House in Brook-
lyn, New York, for older ado-
lescents. In 1985, he and
Chris Bell founded Good
Counsel Homes for young

pregnant women in need. 
Born Robert Peter

Groeschel July 23, 1933, in
Jersey City, New Jersey, he
was the eldest of six chil-
dren. He graduated from
high school in 1951 and 10
days later entered the novi-
tiate of the Capuchin Francis-
can Friars of the Province of
St. Joseph in Huntington, In-
diana. 
The following year, he pro-

fessed temporary vows and
took the name Benedict
Joseph, after the Franciscan
saint, St. Benedict Joseph
Labre. 
He professed his final

vows in 1954 and was or-
dained a priest in 1959. He
received a master's degree in
counseling from Iona College
in 1964 and a doctorate in
education, with a specialty in
psychology, from Teachers
College at Columbia Univer-
sity in 1971. 
During his early years as a

priest, he was invited to con-
duct a retreat for the Mis-
sionaries of Charity in India,
which was the beginning of
Father Groeschel's long rela-
tionship with that commu-
nity and his deep friendship
with its founder, Blessed
Teresa of Kolkata. 
In 1987, Father Groeschel

and seven other friars left
the Capuchins to form a new
religious community, the
Franciscan Friars of the Re-
newal, based in the South
Bronx and dedicated to serv-
ing the poor. The community
now numbers 115 members.
A similar community for
women, the Franciscan Sis-
ters of the Renewal, also was
formed; it currently has 35
members. 
Father Groeschel is sur-

vived by two sisters, Marjule
Drury of Caldwell, New Jer-
sey, and Robin Groeschel of
Glendive, Montana, and one
brother, Garry Groeschel of
St. Petersburg, Florida, and
nine nieces and nephews. He
was preceded in death by his
brothers Ned and Mark. 

Father  Benedict Groeschel’s fa-
ther, an engineer, spent a year
working for  National  Lead  at
their  mine  in  Tahawus  in Town
of  Newcomb.  During  that  year
the  family  lived  in  Long  Lake
and  the  future  Father  Benedict
attended  the  5th  grade  in  Long
Lake  and  the  family  were  mem-
bers  of  St.  Henry’s Parish. Father
Peter Berg, current pastor in Long
Lake and Newcomb said that “a
couple  of  years  ago  Father
Benedict  returned  for  a  visit
and  celebrated  Mass  at  both  St.
Henry’s  and  St. Therese.”

North Country Connection

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, 81,
author, retreat master and
preacher, dies on Oct. 3



By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Diocesan NFP director

“Open our hearts.”  These
words express a beautiful
attitude of faith, one often
encountered among couples
who learn and live Natural
Family Planning. 
It is humbling and awe-in-

spiring to be a part, how-
ever small, of a couple’s
journey toward God, toward
deeper love and trust in
their marriage.   Through
their stories, we have had a
privileged window on the
unfolding of God’s plan for
married love, and of his
grace at work in their lives.
When Chad and Jessica

came to Natural Family Plan-
ning class, they were in
their twenties, married five
years, parents of a toddler
and an infant.  Enthusiastic
and talkative, they were
very open about the road
they had traveled to that
point. 
By the time they met as

college juniors, Jessica had
already had an abortion.
Her friendship with Chad
helped Jessica to heal and
to return to the Catholic
faith of her childhood. They
married a year after gradua-
tion and, like most couples,
brought the habit of contra-
ception with them.  But de-
ciding to have children
changed everything for
them. 
As the couple themselves

told it, “The miracles of our
children simply turned our

world upside down.” 
Filled with gratitude for

such marvelous gifts, Chad
and Jessica discovered that
God, and their faith in him,
mattered more than any-
thing else. So, after the birth
of their second child, the
couple decided to look into
this thing the Church
thought was so important—
and they came to NFP class. 
They were amazed by

what they learned there:
that fertility manifests itself
through physiological signs
that can be observed, under-
stood, and interpreted—and
that this knowledge can be
used to postpone pregnancy
with 99% effectiveness, on
par with the Pill; NFP can
also be used to help achieve
pregnancy. 
Intelligent and motivated,

Chad and Jessica caught on
quickly to the sympto-ther-
mal method of NFP, and
were very excited to begin

living in harmony with their
fertility. 
They said: “In school sex-

ed classes, we had been
taught that fertility was to
be feared and must be elim-
inated through contracep-
tion. It was treated like all
the other sexually transmit-
ted diseases. 
“NFP opened a whole new

world for us as we learned
about the beauty and intri-
cacy of human fertility. NFP
increased our awe at God’s
goodness in creating us
male and female. It freed us
from contraception and
brought us closer together.  
“Knowing so much about

our bodies and how they
work just increased our re-
spect for one another so
much. 
“Last but not least, it

helped us see our children
as the fruit of our love and
as the greatest gifts God
ever gave us.”  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Oct. 15 – 8:50 a.m., Prayer Service
and Visit to Immaculate Heart Central
Primary School in Watertown

11 a.m., Visit to Immaculate
Heart Central Intermediate School in
Watertown

Oct. 16 – 9:45 a.m., Episcopal Council
Meeting at the Bishop's Residence in
Ogdensburg

6 p.m., Presentation on Ministry
in the Church at St. Patrick’s Church in
Colton

Oct. 17 – 10 a.m., Opening School
Mass and Visit to St. Mary's School in
Ticonderoga

5 p.m., Mass for the Grey Nuns
of the Sacred Heart Feast Day at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Oct. 19 – 11 a.m., Diocese of Ogdens-
burg Scout Mass at St. Andre Besette
at Notre Dame Church in Malone

Oct. 19- 21 – 8:30 a.m., Pontifical Col-
lege Josephinum Board of Trustees
Meeting in Columbus, Ohio

Bishop’s Schedule

Respect Life….A Seamless Garment
Last week’s reflection focused on

first part of the  St. Francis Pledge  to
PRAY. This week’s challenge is to LEARN.
Recently in conversation a woman ex-
pressed her grave concerns regarding
the plight of the poor and most vulner-
able especially those she had experi-
enced in the inner city as well as in our
local area.  

In almost  the same breath, she
stated that  she wasn’t too interested in
environmental issues. After reading the
publication “Whose under your carbon
footprint?” by Catholic Climate
Covenant, she began to see that they
were not  separate issues but rather as
integrally related.

Those most affected by  droughts,
floods, fires, pollution of our  air, water
and soil   are those who have the least
capacity and resources to respond.
Toxic waste sites are  often placed in
the poorest areas of our nation where
residents accept them  only because of
their desperate financial needs.

This is only one example of environ-
mental discrimination, a social justice
issue.   The call and mission of the
Gospel is to learn more about  how our
everyday choices do affect the  quality
of life for  ALL  of  Creation, the ‘seam-
less garment’ of the Body of  Christ.  

See  www.catholicclimate-
covenant.org./www.usccb.org

Prayer: O Lord, help us turn from the
selfish over- consumption of resources
You  meant for all and to see the im-
pacts of our choices on the poor and
the vulnerable.  Amen.

Environmental Stewardship

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Oct. 15 – Rev. James Haffey, 1918; Rev.
Mark Collins Liebler, 1975; Rev. Robert
Fleig, S.J., 1986; Most Rev. Thomas An-
drew Donnellan, 1987
Oct. 17 – Rev. Antoine Anselm
Thomas, 1900; Rev. Athanase Marion,
O.M.I., 1935
Oct. 18 – Rev. Edwin A. Kennedy, 1990;
Deacon Chester L. Price, 1991
Oct. 20 – Rev. Walter Plaisance, O.M.I.,
1918; Msgr. Stephen J. Wojciechowski,
1978
Oct. 21 – Rev. Peter LaFort, 1939;
Msgr. Robert A. Farmer, 1979

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult
& Youth Counseling Services of
Northern New York, PO Box 2446,
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-mail: terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com   Phone:
518-483-3261; or Father James Sey-
mour, the  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
at 315-393-2920 , ext.  1340

To Report Abuse

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.  Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate. Participants may prereg-
ister at www.virtus.org by selecting
the registration button and follow-
ing the directions. All employees and
volunteers who participate in church
sponsored activities with minor are
required to participate in this train-
ing. Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393- 2920, ext. 1440.
Oct. 16 - 6:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception Church, Brownville

Protecting God’s Children

OPEN YOUR HEARTS... BISHOP’S FUND 2014

Bishop’s Fund supports
Natural Family Planning
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - When
Catholics see couples who
are patient, kind, never jeal-
ous or rude, they "behold
the beauty and simplicity
and strength of married
love," but the church also
must learn to help and to
heal those whose dreams
for lifelong love have been
shattered, said Scottish
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia
of Glasgow. 
"We must have compas-

sion for the pain and lacera-
tion of the human hearts
caught up in separation, be-
trayal and divorce," the
archbishop said Oct. 8, giv-
ing a brief reflection during
the opening prayer for the
day's session of the Synod
of Bishops on the family. 
The archbishop's remarks

focused on the description
of love in 1 Corinthians
13:4-8: "Love is patient, love
is kind. It is not jealous,
(love) is not pompous, it is
not inflated, it is not rude, it
does not seek its own inter-
ests, it is not quick-tem-
pered, it does not brood
over injury, it does not re-
joice over wrongdoing but
rejoices with the truth. It
bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, en-
dures all things." 
The reading is one pro-

posed to couples for use at
their wedding, and the arch-
bishop said those about to
be married read it and think,
"That's so beautiful. I want
my love, our love, to be like
that: patient and kind, trust-
ing, enduring, faithful, last-
ing forever." 
"In a family," the arch-

bishop said, "there is every
opportunity to be patient

and kind and excusing and
trusting. There is every op-
portunity to renew faithful-
ness to one another by
laughing together, crying to-
gether, supporting one an-
other, saying sorry to one
another, giving one another
the benefit of the doubt, em-
bracing one another, being
happy for each other, just
knowing the right word at
the right time." 
For the church's pastors

and for the wider commu-
nity, the archbishop said, it
is a privilege to observe that
love in action and it is not
difficult to recognize in it "a
love which truly, through
the grace of Christ, endures
all things." 
But when marriages fall

apart, Archbishop Tartaglia
said, "love is the first casu-
alty," hatred can take root
and division becomes the
most obvious characteristic
of the relationship. "Chil-
dren's peace of heart is shat-
tered and they find
themselves both loving and
hating their parents at the
same time." 
The Catholic Church is

called to be present in those
situations, too, and to show
them that despite their ex-
perience love is a reality, he
said. 
"St. Paul's words encour-

age us to find a way to up-
hold God's holy purpose in
marriage and in the family
while also upholding those
for whom that purpose has
become almost impossible
to attain," Archbishop
Tartaglia said. 
"In times of distress and

misfortune, people still in-
stinctively turn to the
church for hope and conso-
lation and inspiration,” he
said. “We must not fail
them." 

Addressing the synod Oct.
7, Irish Archbishop Diar-
muid Martin of Dublin also
spoke of the obligation to
bring healing and hope to
people whose marriages
have failed. 
According to a summary

of his remarks released by
the Irish bishops' confer-
ence, Archbishop Martin
told the synod, "Jesus him-
self accompanied his
preaching the good news
with a process of healing the
wounded and welcoming
those on the margins. His
teaching was never disincar-
nated and unmoved by the
concrete human situation in
which people could come to
be embraced by the good
news. Jesus' care for the sick
and the troubled and those
weighed down by burdens
is the key which helps to un-
derstand how he truly is the
Son of God." 
When it comes to mar-

riage and family life, the
archbishop said, too often
the church appears to be
speaking in a vacuum, using
terminology that does not
acknowledge the lived expe-
rience of the Catholic faith-
ful, even those who
"actually live out the value
of marital fidelity day by
day, at times heroically." 
"The experience of failure

and struggle cannot surely
be irrelevant in arriving at
the way we proclaim the
church's teaching on mar-
riage and the family." he
added. 
The need to listen to the

faithful's experience is not
simply a tool for framing the
church's message, he said; it
has a theological value since
it affirms the truth that
every Christian relies on the
mercy and grace of God to
live the Christian life. 

AT THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON THE FAMILY

Bishops at synod: real-life
experience can strengthen
teaching of the church

' 
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN (CNS) - In their discus-
sions of sexual and medical
ethics, participants at the
Synod of Bishops on the fam-
ily are giving emphasis to the
concept of "graduality," as a
way of thinking about moral-
ity that allows for human im-
perfection without
compromising ideals. 
In an address to the assem-

bly on its first working day,
Oct. 6, Cardinal Peter Erdo of
Esztergom-Budapest, Hun-
gary, said that "Humanae
Vitae," the 1968 encyclical by
Pope Paul VI that reaffirmed
the church's prohibition of
artificial birth control, "needs
to be considered in light of
the law of graduality." He
suggested that it was unreal-
istic to expect immediate ac-
ceptance of the widely
flouted teaching. 
The cardinal quoted "Fa-

miliaris Consortio," a 1981
apostolic exhortation by St.
John Paul II on the role of the
Christian family in the world
that was inspired by the last
synod on the family in 1980.
According to St. John Paul,
each person is a historical
being who "knows, loves and
accomplishes moral good in
stages of growth." 
Several bishops referred to

graduality in their remarks
during an afternoon session
dedicated to the theme of
"God's plan for marriage and
the family." 
"Despite serious flaws that

we always identify in West-
ern culture, we also have to
discern and to declare what
the steppingstones are for
Christian wisdom," one
bishop said, according to
Basilian Father Thomas

Rosica, an assistant to the
Holy See Press Office, who
did not identify the bishop in
accordance with synod rules. 
Discussing the church's at-

titude toward "irregular" rela-
tionships, such as those of
civilly married or cohabitat-
ing Catholic couples, another
bishop drew an analogy with
the Catholic understanding
of other Christian churches.
While the church is said to
subsist fully only in the
Catholic Church, other Chris-
tian communities are be-
lieved to possess important
elements for sanctification. 
By the same token, "there

is a full and ideal vision of
the Christian family, but
there are absolutely valid
and important elements
even of sanctification and of
true love that may be present
even when one does not fully
realize this ideal," the bishop
said, as paraphrased by the
Vatican spokesman, Jesuit
Father Federico Lombardi. 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols of

Westminster, who also spoke
at the Oct. 6 session, told re-
porters the next day that the
"law of graduality" is a "law of
pastoral moral theology
which permits people, all of
us, to take one step at a time
in our search for holiness in
our lives." 
Another synod father, Car-

dinal Reinhard Marx of Mu-
nich and Freising, Germany,
told reporters Oct. 6 that the
idea of graduality could help
the church develop a new
way of speaking about sexu-
ality. 
"We cannot have always

100 percent, and I would say
good and bad, that's not so
easy to make the difference,"
the cardinal said in English.
"There is a development, a
way, in the biography or in a
relationship and so on." 

On ethics, synod
fathers speak 
of 'graduality’
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By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Diocesan NFP director

“Open our hearts.”  These
words express a beautiful
attitude of faith, one often
encountered among couples
who learn and live Natural
Family Planning. 
It is humbling and awe-in-

spiring to be a part, how-
ever small, of a couple’s
journey toward God, toward
deeper love and trust in
their marriage.   Through
their stories, we have had a
privileged window on the
unfolding of God’s plan for
married love, and of his
grace at work in their lives.
When Chad and Jessica

came to Natural Family Plan-
ning class, they were in
their twenties, married five
years, parents of a toddler
and an infant.  Enthusiastic
and talkative, they were
very open about the road
they had traveled to that
point. 
By the time they met as

college juniors, Jessica had
already had an abortion.
Her friendship with Chad
helped Jessica to heal and
to return to the Catholic
faith of her childhood. They
married a year after gradua-
tion and, like most couples,
brought the habit of contra-
ception with them.  But de-
ciding to have children
changed everything for
them. 
As the couple themselves

told it, “The miracles of our
children simply turned our

world upside down.” 
Filled with gratitude for

such marvelous gifts, Chad
and Jessica discovered that
God, and their faith in him,
mattered more than any-
thing else. So, after the birth
of their second child, the
couple decided to look into
this thing the Church
thought was so important—
and they came to NFP class. 
They were amazed by

what they learned there:
that fertility manifests itself
through physiological signs
that can be observed, under-
stood, and interpreted—and
that this knowledge can be
used to postpone pregnancy
with 99% effectiveness, on
par with the Pill; NFP can
also be used to help achieve
pregnancy. 
Intelligent and motivated,

Chad and Jessica caught on
quickly to the sympto-ther-
mal method of NFP, and
were very excited to begin

living in harmony with their
fertility. 
They said: “In school sex-

ed classes, we had been
taught that fertility was to
be feared and must be elim-
inated through contracep-
tion. It was treated like all
the other sexually transmit-
ted diseases. 
“NFP opened a whole new

world for us as we learned
about the beauty and intri-
cacy of human fertility. NFP
increased our awe at God’s
goodness in creating us
male and female. It freed us
from contraception and
brought us closer together.  
“Knowing so much about

our bodies and how they
work just increased our re-
spect for one another so
much. 
“Last but not least, it

helped us see our children
as the fruit of our love and
as the greatest gifts God
ever gave us.”  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Oct. 15 – 8:50 a.m., Prayer Service
and Visit to Immaculate Heart Central
Primary School in Watertown

11 a.m., Visit to Immaculate
Heart Central Intermediate School in
Watertown

Oct. 16 – 9:45 a.m., Episcopal Council
Meeting at the Bishop's Residence in
Ogdensburg

6 p.m., Presentation on Ministry
in the Church at St. Patrick’s Church in
Colton

Oct. 17 – 10 a.m., Opening School
Mass and Visit to St. Mary's School in
Ticonderoga

5 p.m., Mass for the Grey Nuns
of the Sacred Heart Feast Day at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Oct. 19 – 11 a.m., Diocese of Ogdens-
burg Scout Mass at St. Andre Besette
at Notre Dame Church in Malone

Oct. 19- 21 – 8:30 a.m., Pontifical Col-
lege Josephinum Board of Trustees
Meeting in Columbus, Ohio

Bishop’s Schedule

Respect Life….A Seamless Garment
Last week’s reflection focused on

first part of the  St. Francis Pledge  to
PRAY. This week’s challenge is to LEARN.
Recently in conversation a woman ex-
pressed her grave concerns regarding
the plight of the poor and most vulner-
able especially those she had experi-
enced in the inner city as well as in our
local area.  

In almost  the same breath, she
stated that  she wasn’t too interested in
environmental issues. After reading the
publication “Whose under your carbon
footprint?” by Catholic Climate
Covenant, she began to see that they
were not  separate issues but rather as
integrally related.

Those most affected by  droughts,
floods, fires, pollution of our  air, water
and soil   are those who have the least
capacity and resources to respond.
Toxic waste sites are  often placed in
the poorest areas of our nation where
residents accept them  only because of
their desperate financial needs.

This is only one example of environ-
mental discrimination, a social justice
issue.   The call and mission of the
Gospel is to learn more about  how our
everyday choices do affect the  quality
of life for  ALL  of  Creation, the ‘seam-
less garment’ of the Body of  Christ.  

See  www.catholicclimate-
covenant.org./www.usccb.org

Prayer: O Lord, help us turn from the
selfish over- consumption of resources
You  meant for all and to see the im-
pacts of our choices on the poor and
the vulnerable.  Amen.

Environmental Stewardship

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Oct. 15 – Rev. James Haffey, 1918; Rev.
Mark Collins Liebler, 1975; Rev. Robert
Fleig, S.J., 1986; Most Rev. Thomas An-
drew Donnellan, 1987
Oct. 17 – Rev. Antoine Anselm
Thomas, 1900; Rev. Athanase Marion,
O.M.I., 1935
Oct. 18 – Rev. Edwin A. Kennedy, 1990;
Deacon Chester L. Price, 1991
Oct. 20 – Rev. Walter Plaisance, O.M.I.,
1918; Msgr. Stephen J. Wojciechowski,
1978
Oct. 21 – Rev. Peter LaFort, 1939;
Msgr. Robert A. Farmer, 1979

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult
& Youth Counseling Services of
Northern New York, PO Box 2446,
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-mail: terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com   Phone:
518-483-3261; or Father James Sey-
mour, the  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
at 315-393-2920 , ext.  1340

To Report Abuse

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.  Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate. Participants may prereg-
ister at www.virtus.org by selecting
the registration button and follow-
ing the directions. All employees and
volunteers who participate in church
sponsored activities with minor are
required to participate in this train-
ing. Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393- 2920, ext. 1440.
Oct. 16 - 6:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception Church, Brownville

Protecting God’s Children

OPEN YOUR HEARTS... BISHOP’S FUND 2014

Bishop’s Fund supports
Natural Family Planning
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By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - When
Catholics see couples who
are patient, kind, never jeal-
ous or rude, they "behold
the beauty and simplicity
and strength of married
love," but the church also
must learn to help and to
heal those whose dreams
for lifelong love have been
shattered, said Scottish
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia
of Glasgow. 
"We must have compas-

sion for the pain and lacera-
tion of the human hearts
caught up in separation, be-
trayal and divorce," the
archbishop said Oct. 8, giv-
ing a brief reflection during
the opening prayer for the
day's session of the Synod
of Bishops on the family. 
The archbishop's remarks

focused on the description
of love in 1 Corinthians
13:4-8: "Love is patient, love
is kind. It is not jealous,
(love) is not pompous, it is
not inflated, it is not rude, it
does not seek its own inter-
ests, it is not quick-tem-
pered, it does not brood
over injury, it does not re-
joice over wrongdoing but
rejoices with the truth. It
bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, en-
dures all things." 
The reading is one pro-

posed to couples for use at
their wedding, and the arch-
bishop said those about to
be married read it and think,
"That's so beautiful. I want
my love, our love, to be like
that: patient and kind, trust-
ing, enduring, faithful, last-
ing forever." 
"In a family," the arch-

bishop said, "there is every
opportunity to be patient

and kind and excusing and
trusting. There is every op-
portunity to renew faithful-
ness to one another by
laughing together, crying to-
gether, supporting one an-
other, saying sorry to one
another, giving one another
the benefit of the doubt, em-
bracing one another, being
happy for each other, just
knowing the right word at
the right time." 
For the church's pastors

and for the wider commu-
nity, the archbishop said, it
is a privilege to observe that
love in action and it is not
difficult to recognize in it "a
love which truly, through
the grace of Christ, endures
all things." 
But when marriages fall

apart, Archbishop Tartaglia
said, "love is the first casu-
alty," hatred can take root
and division becomes the
most obvious characteristic
of the relationship. "Chil-
dren's peace of heart is shat-
tered and they find
themselves both loving and
hating their parents at the
same time." 
The Catholic Church is

called to be present in those
situations, too, and to show
them that despite their ex-
perience love is a reality, he
said. 
"St. Paul's words encour-

age us to find a way to up-
hold God's holy purpose in
marriage and in the family
while also upholding those
for whom that purpose has
become almost impossible
to attain," Archbishop
Tartaglia said. 
"In times of distress and

misfortune, people still in-
stinctively turn to the
church for hope and conso-
lation and inspiration,” he
said. “We must not fail
them." 

Addressing the synod Oct.
7, Irish Archbishop Diar-
muid Martin of Dublin also
spoke of the obligation to
bring healing and hope to
people whose marriages
have failed. 
According to a summary

of his remarks released by
the Irish bishops' confer-
ence, Archbishop Martin
told the synod, "Jesus him-
self accompanied his
preaching the good news
with a process of healing the
wounded and welcoming
those on the margins. His
teaching was never disincar-
nated and unmoved by the
concrete human situation in
which people could come to
be embraced by the good
news. Jesus' care for the sick
and the troubled and those
weighed down by burdens
is the key which helps to un-
derstand how he truly is the
Son of God." 
When it comes to mar-

riage and family life, the
archbishop said, too often
the church appears to be
speaking in a vacuum, using
terminology that does not
acknowledge the lived expe-
rience of the Catholic faith-
ful, even those who
"actually live out the value
of marital fidelity day by
day, at times heroically." 
"The experience of failure

and struggle cannot surely
be irrelevant in arriving at
the way we proclaim the
church's teaching on mar-
riage and the family." he
added. 
The need to listen to the

faithful's experience is not
simply a tool for framing the
church's message, he said; it
has a theological value since
it affirms the truth that
every Christian relies on the
mercy and grace of God to
live the Christian life. 

AT THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON THE FAMILY

Bishops at synod: real-life
experience can strengthen
teaching of the church

' 
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN (CNS) - In their discus-
sions of sexual and medical
ethics, participants at the
Synod of Bishops on the fam-
ily are giving emphasis to the
concept of "graduality," as a
way of thinking about moral-
ity that allows for human im-
perfection without
compromising ideals. 
In an address to the assem-

bly on its first working day,
Oct. 6, Cardinal Peter Erdo of
Esztergom-Budapest, Hun-
gary, said that "Humanae
Vitae," the 1968 encyclical by
Pope Paul VI that reaffirmed
the church's prohibition of
artificial birth control, "needs
to be considered in light of
the law of graduality." He
suggested that it was unreal-
istic to expect immediate ac-
ceptance of the widely
flouted teaching. 
The cardinal quoted "Fa-

miliaris Consortio," a 1981
apostolic exhortation by St.
John Paul II on the role of the
Christian family in the world
that was inspired by the last
synod on the family in 1980.
According to St. John Paul,
each person is a historical
being who "knows, loves and
accomplishes moral good in
stages of growth." 
Several bishops referred to

graduality in their remarks
during an afternoon session
dedicated to the theme of
"God's plan for marriage and
the family." 
"Despite serious flaws that

we always identify in West-
ern culture, we also have to
discern and to declare what
the steppingstones are for
Christian wisdom," one
bishop said, according to
Basilian Father Thomas

Rosica, an assistant to the
Holy See Press Office, who
did not identify the bishop in
accordance with synod rules. 
Discussing the church's at-

titude toward "irregular" rela-
tionships, such as those of
civilly married or cohabitat-
ing Catholic couples, another
bishop drew an analogy with
the Catholic understanding
of other Christian churches.
While the church is said to
subsist fully only in the
Catholic Church, other Chris-
tian communities are be-
lieved to possess important
elements for sanctification. 
By the same token, "there

is a full and ideal vision of
the Christian family, but
there are absolutely valid
and important elements
even of sanctification and of
true love that may be present
even when one does not fully
realize this ideal," the bishop
said, as paraphrased by the
Vatican spokesman, Jesuit
Father Federico Lombardi. 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols of

Westminster, who also spoke
at the Oct. 6 session, told re-
porters the next day that the
"law of graduality" is a "law of
pastoral moral theology
which permits people, all of
us, to take one step at a time
in our search for holiness in
our lives." 
Another synod father, Car-

dinal Reinhard Marx of Mu-
nich and Freising, Germany,
told reporters Oct. 6 that the
idea of graduality could help
the church develop a new
way of speaking about sexu-
ality. 
"We cannot have always

100 percent, and I would say
good and bad, that's not so
easy to make the difference,"
the cardinal said in English.
"There is a development, a
way, in the biography or in a
relationship and so on." 

On ethics, synod
fathers speak 
of 'graduality’



By Sister Sheila Murphy, OSU
Member, Diocesan Faith & Ecology group

The streets of NeW York
City around Columbus Cir-
cle  Sept. 21, were filled
with joyous, peaceful citi-
zens who were “Taking a
Call for Climate Change to
the Streets” according to the
New York Times. 
“Legions of demonstrators

descended…with a message
of alarm for world leaders
set to gather [that] week for
a summit meeting on cli-
mate change,”  the neWspa-
per reported.
The latest figure esti-

mated for participation was
400,000 including Ursuline
Sisters With connections to
the Diocese of Ogdensburg.
(See photo on page 3.)  
The atmosphere was elec-

tric, energizing, spirited.
No problems, no com-
plaints, no disrespect, no
agony.  
As people emerged from

subway exits they sought
the means of joining the
crowd with others already
in the street; however the
police were polite and con-
scientious as they invited
people to keep moving -
otherwise there would have
been a grand back-up!   
There was no rain despite

some earlier warnings.  And
no sun - that would have
been very uncomfortable on
a warm fall day.  
There were banners,

streamers, symbols, singers,
pray-ers, drummers, bell
ringers, color designations,
parents with kids, and
grandparents. 
A couple outfitted in neon

green had come on a bus
from Plattsburgh!  
And finally after a good

while waiting on 57th Street,
the “Catholic” group got the
okay to start moving.  
This joyful occasion was

not all fun and games: at an
appropriate moment there
was silence befitting the se-

riousness of the message -
the message was under-
stood as nothing less than
the future of life on planet
Earth.

As a woman of faith, I believe
it is our moral responsibility 
to care for all of creation

Catholic bishops have
made known their concerns
RE: carbon pollution and its
effect on living beings. 
“Increasingly limited ac-

cess to water, reduced crop
yields, more widespread
disease, more frequent and
intense droughts and
storms, as well as conflict
over declining resources—
are all making the lives of
the world’s poorest people
even more precarious.”
(Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Develop-
ment & Committee on Inter-
national Justice and Peace)
Dominican Patricia

Siemen shared her reasons

for participating in the
March: “We are marching to
demonstrate our solidarity
with everyone who has a
commitment to change the
environmentally destructive
ways we are living as a peo-
ple….As a woman of faith, I
believe it is our moral re-
sponsibility to care for all of
creation.”
In August our own Bishop

LaValley, during his blessing
of the solar panels at his
residence, pointed out that

as Catholics, “we should fos-
ter a deep respect for the sa-
credness of God’s creation…
.The solar panels are good
economically, environmen-
tally, and spiritually [but the
savings are minor consider-
ing] what can be done to
create a more sustainable
future that is consistent
with God’s intention” for our
world. 400,000 people cer-
tainly think we can do a bet-
ter job now in caring for
Earth, our home. 
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By Fred Herbst
Contributing writer

TICONDEROGA — The tragic fire
at St. Mary’s School in Ticon-
deroga has at least one silver
lining. It’s served as a rallying
point for the local Knights of
Columbus.
“Our support of St. Mary’s

School gives us another op-
portunity to serve our com-
munity and grow,” said
Grand Knight Mike Edson of
Knights of Columbus St.
Isaac Jogues Council 333. 
“Our school needs us,” he

said. “Our children need us.
Our parish community needs
us. As Catholic gentlemen,
and as Knights of Columbus,
we need to come together at
this time.
“This year we have two

goals,” Edson said. “To
strengthen our brotherhood
and council and to do what-
ever we can to aid and sup-

port the students and faculty
of St. Mary’s School.”
With those goals in mind,

the Knights will host an open
house Oct. 20, at 7 p.m. at
their home on Montcalm
Street. Desserts will be
served. Knights along with
prospective members and
their families are invited.
Officers and members will

be available to discuss the
organization, its role in the
community and its goals.
“We will explain the chari-

table acts we perform, how
we support our parish and
community and the benefits
of belonging to our honored
order,” Edson said. 
“If someone hasn’t been to

the council hall in a while,
they should join us and see
the enthusiasm of the cur-
rent membership and hear
our plans for future growth
and success,” he said.
The open house is for cur-

rent and prospective mem-

bers, the grand knight
stressed.
“It’s an opportunity for

prospective members to
learn about us and a chance
for older members to get re-
acquainted with the council,”
Edson said.
The St. Isaac Jogues Coun-

cil 333 has 259 members and
a long history. The local
Knights of Columbus formed
April 24, 1898, with 42 mem-
bers.
The Knights of Columbus

is a Catholic men’s organiza-
tion dedicated to the core
principles of charity, unity,
fraternity and patriotism.
The Ticonderoga council

has dedicated thousands of
hours and monetary gifts to
St. Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s
School and the community.
Its emphasis on youth citi-

zenship has included spon-
sorship of local Little League
teams, the Knights of Colum-
bus free throw competition,

the Distinguished Young
Woman and the Year pro-
gram and high school ath-
letes and athletic teams.
As a community service

the Knights host many social
events each year, including
the Irishman of the Year din-
ner, a New Year’s celebration,
a Valentine’s Day event and
many fund-raising dinners
and events for local groups
and individuals in need.
The Knights of Columbus

also host private functions
such as graduation, wedding
and anniversary parties and
receptions.
This month alone the

Knights will host five public
events, in addition to its
open house. The annual
Ticonderoga High School
Hall of Fame dinner  was held
at the Knights hall  Oct. 10. 
The fourth annual “Wing

War,” which brings area
restaurants together in a
friendly competition to de-

termine who serves the best
chicken wings in the area,
will be held  Oct. 18, at 2 p.m.
“Wing Wars” has been a bene-
fit for the Ticonderoga Food
Pantry.
The Knights will host a

breakfast Oct. 19, to benefit
St. Mary’s School.
Pat DeVaney will present a

program on his trek along
the Camino de Santiago Fri-
day, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m.  El
Camino de Santiago, is the
pilgrimage to the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela in
northwestern Spain, where
legend has it that the re-
mains of Jesus’s apostle Saint
James the Elder lie. The
Camino has existed as a
Christian pilgrimage for
more than 1,000 years. 
A spaghetti dinner to sup-

port the LaChute Road Run-
ners Club’s scholarship and
youth activities will be held
at the Knights of Columbus
Oct. 30, at 5:30 p.m.

Fire at St. Mary’s School raises interest in need for service

Ti Knights to hold membership event Oct. 20

Ursulines add voices to call for climage change
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD
Bishops emphasize traditional marriage after Supreme Court action 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- After the Supreme Court Oct. 6 declined to review rul-
ings overturning five states' bans on same-sex marriage, several U.S. bishops
criticized the court's inaction and reiterated that according to church teaching,
traditional marriage is a union between one man and one woman. Oklahoma
City Archbishop Paul S. Coakley said the court's failure to review the Circuit
Court decisions was "deeply disappointing. Marriage is not merely a human in-
stitution that can simply be redefined at will, but one established by our cre-
ator and necessary for human flourishing. Children deserve a mother and a
father who are committed to a faithful and permanent union," he said. North
Carolina Bishops Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte and Michael F. Burbidge of Raleigh
said in a statement: "Millions of Americans have looked to the Supreme Court
to put this issue to rest by supporting marriage as being between one man and
one woman. We know from our Catholic teaching that marriage is a perma-
nent, faithful and fruitful covenant joining a man and a woman. It is our duty to
continue to affirm marriage in this way, and it is our hope that the Supreme
Court will ultimately agree."

'Place the poor' ahead of everything, Catholic Charities workers told 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (CNS) -- Poverty, in particular understanding its root causes
and finding innovative ways to reduce it, was the focus of Catholic Charities
USA's annual national gathering Oct. 4-7 in Charlotte. Discussions had extra ur-
gency given the stagnating number of Americans living at or below the
poverty line. "This is our opportunity to come together as providers of critical
life services to nearly 10 million of our economically poor sisters and brothers
throughout this nation," said Gerard Carter, executive director of Catholic Chari-
ties Diocese of Charlotte, which hosted the event. A message from Pope Francis
could not have been more fitting for the 500-plus people from Catholic Chari-
ties agencies and partners across the United States as they opened their pro-
ceedings. "Be merciful," the pope said, speaking in his native Spanish in a
personalized video message. "I ask you to place the poor ahead of yourselves in
everything you do. 

Life of newly beatified New Jersey sister called 'recipe for holiness' 
NEWARK, N.J. (CNS) -- More than 2,200 people packed the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark Oct. 4 to celebrate the first beatification liturgy in
the United States. Sister Miriam Teresa Demjanovich, a Sister of Charity of St.
Elizabeth from Bayonne, was given the title "blessed" in a joyful ceremony con-
ducted in three languages - English, Latin and Slovak. Blessed Miriam Teresa
died in 1927 at age 26. Pope Francis paved the way for her beatification in De-
cember 2013 when he accepted that, through her intercession, Michael Mencer,
a young New Jersey boy, was cured in 1963 of blindness caused by macular de-
generation. Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for Saints'
Causes, was the principal celebrant of the liturgy. He was joined by Archbishop
John J. Myers of Newark; Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, apostolic nuncio to the
United States; Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli of Paterson; Bishop Kurt Burnette of
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic; Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, retired
archbishop of Washington; and six other bishops and more than 100 priest con-
celebrants. The 20-minute processional included Mencer, now 58, and his family,
members of Blessed Miriam Teresa's family and hundreds of Sisters of Charity.

TOTOWA, N.J. (CNS) - Father Bene-
dict J. Groeschel, who was a
founder of the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal, a lead-
ing pro-life figure and popu-
lar author, retreat master and
preacher, died Oct. 3 at St.
Joseph's Home for the eld-
erly in Totowa after a long ill-
ness. He was 81. 
A funeral Mass was cele-

brated for Father Groeschel
Oct. 10 at Newark's cathedral
basilica, followed by burial at
Most Blessed Sacrament Fri-
ary in Newark. The burial will
be private. 
"The Catholic Church and

the Franciscan family lost a
giant today," said an Oct. 3
statement issued by Father
Groeschel's community. 
Over the past decade, de-

spite his decline in health,
Father Groeschel "continued
to serve the church gener-
ously and with great fidelity,"
according to his community. 
In January 2004, Father

Groeschel hovered near
death after a car hit him in
Orlando, Florida. After a
yearlong recovery, he had to
walk with a cane and experi-
enced weakness in one of his
arms. But he was able to re-
sume his schedule. 
In 2012, following a minor

stroke and other health com-
plications, he officially re-
tired from public life and was
welcomed by the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor in Totowa.
Daily visits of family and
friends were the highlight of
his days along with spending
time in the chapel, concele-
brating Mass and making his
daily Holy Hour. 
Father Groeschel had pub-

lished a number of books on
spirituality and pastoral
counseling and founded the
Trinity Retreat, a center for
prayer and study for clergy.
He taught at Fordham Uni-
versity, Iona College and
Maryknoll Seminary. 
At the time of his death, he

was writing a memoir to be
published by Our Sunday
Visitor called "The Life of a

Struggling Soul. He also
wrote numerous articles for
various periodicals including
First Things and Priest Maga-
zine. 
In the 1970s, he headed

the Office of Spiritual Devel-
opment in the Archdiocese
of New York. For more than
30 years he was a regular on
various programs on the
Eternal World Television Net-
work. He was host of EWTN's
"Sunday Night Prime" televi-
sion for many years. 
His outreach to the poor

was legendary - for decades
he distributed food to hun-
dreds of needy people in the
South Bronx.
His first assignment as a

priest was as Catholic chap-
lain at Children's Village in
Dobbs Ferry, New York, a res-
idential facility for troubled
children. 
After being there 14 years,

he became founding director
of Trinity Retreat in Larch-
mont, New York, a retreat
house primarily for Catholic
clergy and religious. He was
there for 40 years. 
He also was the founder of

St. Francis House in Brook-
lyn, New York, for older ado-
lescents. In 1985, he and
Chris Bell founded Good
Counsel Homes for young

pregnant women in need. 
Born Robert Peter

Groeschel July 23, 1933, in
Jersey City, New Jersey, he
was the eldest of six chil-
dren. He graduated from
high school in 1951 and 10
days later entered the novi-
tiate of the Capuchin Francis-
can Friars of the Province of
St. Joseph in Huntington, In-
diana. 
The following year, he pro-

fessed temporary vows and
took the name Benedict
Joseph, after the Franciscan
saint, St. Benedict Joseph
Labre. 
He professed his final

vows in 1954 and was or-
dained a priest in 1959. He
received a master's degree in
counseling from Iona College
in 1964 and a doctorate in
education, with a specialty in
psychology, from Teachers
College at Columbia Univer-
sity in 1971. 
During his early years as a

priest, he was invited to con-
duct a retreat for the Mis-
sionaries of Charity in India,
which was the beginning of
Father Groeschel's long rela-
tionship with that commu-
nity and his deep friendship
with its founder, Blessed
Teresa of Kolkata. 
In 1987, Father Groeschel

and seven other friars left
the Capuchins to form a new
religious community, the
Franciscan Friars of the Re-
newal, based in the South
Bronx and dedicated to serv-
ing the poor. The community
now numbers 115 members.
A similar community for
women, the Franciscan Sis-
ters of the Renewal, also was
formed; it currently has 35
members. 
Father Groeschel is sur-

vived by two sisters, Marjule
Drury of Caldwell, New Jer-
sey, and Robin Groeschel of
Glendive, Montana, and one
brother, Garry Groeschel of
St. Petersburg, Florida, and
nine nieces and nephews. He
was preceded in death by his
brothers Ned and Mark. 

Father  Benedict Groeschel’s fa-
ther, an engineer, spent a year
working for  National  Lead  at
their  mine  in  Tahawus  in Town
of  Newcomb.  During  that  year
the  family  lived  in  Long  Lake
and  the  future  Father  Benedict
attended  the  5th  grade  in  Long
Lake  and  the  family  were  mem-
bers  of  St.  Henry’s Parish. Father
Peter Berg, current pastor in Long
Lake and Newcomb said that “a
couple  of  years  ago  Father
Benedict  returned  for  a  visit
and  celebrated  Mass  at  both  St.
Henry’s  and  St. Therese.”

North Country Connection

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, 81,
author, retreat master and
preacher, dies on Oct. 3
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Nicholas Lender, a student of St. Mary’s School in Ticonderoga, helps his little brother,
Andrew on the monkey bars Oct. 3. This was the first time that the SMS elementary
school students were able to play on the school playground together since the fire that
destroyed the school Sept. 5. It was also the first time that the elementary and middle
school students were together on the playground since the fire. 

Ticonderoga Knights of Columbus St. Isaac Jogues Council 333 will host an open house Monday, Oct. 20, at 7 p.m. at their home on
Montcalm Street. Desserts will be served. Knights along with prospective members and their families are invited. See page 7 for
story about the work of this council.

PHOTO BY STEVE TARTAGLIA
October 3 was pet blessing day for St. Mary's School in Canton. Above, Peggy Lennon,
Emma Gainey, Madison Hoy, Caroline Silver and Kennedy Fountain present their dogs
for a blessing from Father Douglas Lucia, pastor.

Seton Catholic Central School and Seton Academy  in Plattsburgh recently held a paid dress down day to raise funds to help  students
of the fire-ravaged St. Mary's School in Ticonderoga.  To date, Plattsburgh the schools have raised over $1,000. Shown are two Seton
Academy students Isaiah Trunck and Allisyn Johnston and two students from Seton Catholic Nate Boulé and Abby Boulé.
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By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - In official re-
ports of the closed-door
talks at the Synod of Bish-
ops on the family, an emerg-
ing theme has been the call
for a new kind of language
more appropriate for pas-
toral care today. 

Vatican Letter

"Language appeared
many, many times," Basilian
Father Thomas Rosica, the
briefer for English-speaking
journalists, told reporters
Oct.7, the assembly's sec-
ond working day. "There's a
great desire that our lan-
guage has to change in
order to meet the very com-
plex situations" the church
faces. 
One bishop, whom Father

Rosica did not name in ac-
cordance with synod rules,
reportedly told fellow par-
ticipants that "language
such as 'living in sin,' 'intrin-
sically disordered' or 'con-
traceptive mentality' are not
necessarily words that in-
vite people to draw closer to
Christ and the church." ("In-
trinsically disordered" is a
term used by the Catechism
of the Catholic Church to
describe homosexual acts.) 
Speaking to the synod

Oct. 7, Archbishop Diar-
muid Martin of Dublin
spoke of the need for new
language with which to
communicate with married
couples. 
"To many, the language of

the church appears to be a
disincarnated language of
telling people what to do, a
one-way dialogue," the arch-
bishop said, according to
excerpts of his remarks
published by the Irish bish-
ops' conference. 
"The lived experience and

struggle of spouses can help
find more effective ways of
expression of the funda-

mental elements of church
teaching," he said 
Following the same ses-

sion, Cardinal Wilfrid Fox
Napier of Durban, South
Africa, told Catholic News
Service that "language is
something we've overlooked
for a good while; we've used
language that is out of
touch with the way people
speak today." 
"In the past, it was suffi-

cient to say to people, 'You
are going to hell if you con-
tinue this way of life.' Hell
was a reality and it was
something they knew and
they understood it. But if
you talk about hell today,
people don't know what you
are talking about," Cardinal
Napier said.
"So I think the emphasis,”

he said, “is shifting (toward),
'how can you be in a loving
relationship with Jesus, and
through Jesus with your
brother and sister in the
church, if you are living in
this condition which sepa-
rates and alienates you from
Jesus?" 

German Cardinal Walter
Kasper, whose controversial
proposal to make it easier
for divorced and civilly re-
married Catholics to receive
Communion has been a
major topic of discussion at
the synod, told CNS Oct. 1
that a traditional descrip-
tion of such couples as
practicing "perpetual adul-
tery" is not acceptable in a
pastoral context. 
"If you tell people who

live in this way and they do
it in a responsible way, tell
them that adultery, perma-
nent adultery, I think they
would feel insulted and of-
fended. We must be very
careful also in our lan-
guage," Cardinal Kasper said
in English. "Permanent adul-
tery? It seems to me too
strong." 
Bishop Johann Bonny of

Antwerp, Belgium, is not a
member of the synod, but in
September he published a
widely read essay calling on
the assembly to initiate a
range of major changes in
the church, including in its

language, which he argued
is often "offensive" and "hu-
miliating." 
Couples living together

outside of marriage, using
contraception or resorting
to in vitro fertilization - all
activities prohibited by
Catholic teaching - "deserve
more respect and a more
nuanced evaluation than the
language of certain church
documents appears to pre-
scribe. The mechanisms of
accusation and exclusion
they have the potential to
activate can only block the
way to evangelization,"
Bishop Bonny wrote. 
The synod heard an exam-

ple of newer language Oct.
6, when two non-voting au-
ditors told Pope Francis and
the rest of the assembly that
Catholic parishes should
welcome same-sex couples. 
In their remarks, Ron and

Mavis Pirola used the word
"gay," rather than "homosex-
ual person," which has been
the preferred term in official
Vatican discourse. The Piro-
las may have taken their cue

from the pope, who fa-
mously used the word "gay"
during an inflight news con-
ference in July 2013. 
The Pirolas also said

much of the church's teach-
ing is expressed in language
that seems to be from "an-
other planet" and "not terri-
bly relevant to our own
experiences." 
Not all synod fathers have

the same idea of what lan-
guage the church should
adopt or discard. 
In remarks to the assem-

bly Oct. 9, Cardinal Andre
Vingt-Trois of Paris, one of
three synod presidents ap-
pointed by the pope, de-
nounced the "contraceptive
mentality" he said leads
many Catholics to think the
use of artificial birth control
is not a sin. 
Later that day, Cardinal

Vingt-Trois told CNS that, al-
though the church must
"find modes of expression
and modes of communica-
tion that will allow it to an-
nounce the good news so
that it may be heard,"
changing pastoral language
does not mean changing the
language in which theolo-
gians formulate church
teaching. 
"When a physician makes

a diagnosis, he uses terms
to designate precisely the
disease in question, but
these terms, if he tells them
to the patient, he will not
understand them. There-
fore, he must explain the di-
agnosis with words that are
not technical words. In the-
ology, it is the same thing,"
Cardinal Vingt-Trois said. 
"When one addresses peo-

ple to announce the good
news of Christ, one does not
teach a theology course.
One tells them the contents
of the theology but with a
vocabulary they can under-
stand," the cardinal said. "I
was a professor of theology.
When I taught a theology
course, I did not give a ser-
mon; that is another literary
genre." 

AT THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON THE FAMILY

Does the church need to watch its language?

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING
Irish Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin talks with retired Bishop Frangiskos Papamanolis of Syros, Greece, as they leave the
morning session of the extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family at the Vatican Oct. 9. Speaking to the synod Oct. 7, Archbishop Mar-
tin spoke of the need for new language with which to communicate with married couples. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

Reflecting on our allegiance to two kingdoms
Many of you will remem-

ber back in 1963 when John
F. Kennedy was
president. Nuns in
classrooms proudly
hung pictures of the
“two Johns”  - Pope
John XXIII and John
F. Kennedy.   
After his tragic as-

sassination, coins
were soon struck -
the Kennedy half-
dollar-- bearing that
famous profile. 
For a brief time in

history, he was King -
our hero.  Soon after,
he was discovered to
be a monarch with clay feet,
just like most other earthly
monarchs. 
In today’s first reading, we

find an unusual prophecy.

Isaiah delivers a personal
message to a pagan

monarch, the Per-
sian King Cyrus.
He refers to him as
the Lord’s anointed!  
The message is

that there is only
one God, and he
alone is responsible
for the rise and fall
of earthly kings. He
is the one who
opens doors and
causes kings to
“run in his service.”
In other words, as

the famous spiritual
sings, “He’s got the

whole world in His hands”. 
In the second reading, St.

Paul reminds the Thessalo-
nians that “our Gospel did
not come to you in word

alone, but also in power and
in the Holy Spirit and with
much conviction.”
The two readings together

prepare us well for Jesus’
answer to the Pharisees who
were trying to trap him -
“Render to Caesar what be-
longs to Caesar, and to God,
what belongs to God”.
To the Herodians, Caesar

was a god.  We wonder if
they really got Jesus’ mes-
sage that there is only one
God of the universe to
whom we owe absolute alle-
giance. He is the one to
whom we owe everything -
the air we breathe, the life
we live, the possessions we
cling to so jealously.  
We note that Jesus called

to the Pharisees’ attention
the inscription on their

coins.  Just as the profile of
Caesar claimed their alle-
giance, so too does the
image and inscription of
God on our hearts demand
of us our complete obedi-
ence.
God inscribed on every

heart the command, “You
shall love the Lord your God
will all your heart (soul,
mind, and strength), and
you shall love your neigh-

bor as yourself”.  
On this Mission Sunday, it

is good for us to reflect on
the allegiance we owe to
both kingdoms.  
We have the strongest re-

sponsibility to support the
“evangelization,”, that is, the
making known the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to every na-
tion on earth.    
We must help financially

those courageous mission-
aries who are faced with
martyrdom in their work. 

It means our day-to-day
witness  through our ac-
tions, our words, and our
patterns of living.  

Being responsible and
loyal to His kingdom will
ensure that we are loyal and
responsible to our earthly
leaders. 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
READINGS

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Matthew 22:15-21

Oct. 19

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

OUR READERS WRITE

As a child I was always attracted to
and close to all forms of creation.  As an
adult I had the opportunity to visit many
breathtaking wonders of the world.  

I have walked on glaciers that do not
exist anymore.  It is now so evident that
human beings by their behavior are
damaging the beauty and well-being of
so many parts of creation: the air, the
sea, the land, etc.  
World leaders on all levels have failed

to recognize the threat and work to-
gether to find solutions.
The role of the Church and all world

religions is crucial to the care of creation.
Pope Benedict in 2008 made possible
solar energy for the Vatican State.  Fol-
lowing his lead, Bishop Terry LaValley in-
stalled an array of solar panels to provide
electricity for his residence in Ogdens-
burg.It is time now to hit the streets,

country side, and every feasible place
and see if it is possible to use solar power
and new small expandable wind tur-
bines to end the use of fossil fuels and
their carbon emissions into the atmos-
phere.
On September 21st there were cli-

mate marches around the world.  In New
York City hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, including some from the North
Country, voiced their concerns about the
current state of the climate and the care
of creation.  
Joining them was Ban Ki-moon, Sec-

retary General of the United Nations,
who agreed that the care of creation is
the most important task of the moment.
May all of us, regardless of denomina-

tion or religion, ordained or lay people,
young or old, work to care for creation.  
Let us work together so that soon

there will be thousands of solar arrays
raising their glassy fingers to heaven
begging for nutritious energy to power
all creation with food from the sun.

SINCERELY,
FR. PAUL V. BEYETTE
THE SOLAR PRIEST

The care of creation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Ten years later, Chad and

Jessica have continued to
grow in love and faith.
Today they have six

beautiful children, “Each
one asked for, cherished,
and delighted in. And us?
We are more in love than
we could ever have imag-
ined!”
This couple’ story is

uniquely their own.  But the
faith, hope, and love that
can grow through the use
of Natural Family Planning
can come to all couples
open to receiving them,
which is why the Diocesan
NFP Office works to pro-
pose and promote the
teaching of the Church on
God’s plan for sex and love.  
Using St. Pope John Paul

II’s Theology of the Body,
our presentations focus on
the truth of the human per-
son made in God’s image.
This truth is foundational

for understanding who we
are in Christ, and for know-
ing what modes of acting
are consistent with our dig-
nity as beloved sons and
daughters of God; it also
leads to happiness since it
corresponds to the deepest
desires of our hearts.
This beautiful part of the

Good News is carried for-
ward in a variety of ways
by the work of the NFP Of-
fice.  
This message is brought

to hundreds of couples
each year who are prepar-
ing for marriage through
Pre Canas and parish mar-
riage preparation pro-
grams.  Presentations are
made upon request to
other groups, including col-
lege students.  
Posters, pamphlets, and

CD’s are made available to
all parishes as part of Na-
tional NFP Awareness Week
each July. (A highlight of

the 2014 observance,  in
concert with several other
diocesan offices, was the
July 26th “Building Strong
Families” workshop, which
featured author and profes-
sor, Dr. Angela Franks.) 
NFP and Theology of the

Body materials are always
available from the NFP Of-
fice upon request, and
there has been a marked in-
terest in the latter from
parents looking for faith-
based material to assist
them in the formation of
their own children in mat-
ters of sex and love. 
As the NFP Office contin-

ues this vital work, we keep
ever in mind the generosity
of the people of our dio-
cese, and of the Bishop’s
Fund, that makes it possi-
ble.  May God bless you for
your kindness, and may he
continue to open our hearts
to himself and to one an-
other.

Bishop’s Fund
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AT THE MOVIES

LEFT BEHIND
'Left Behind,' first in
trilogy, weaves fiction
with rapture theology 

By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service 

The fundamentalist con-
ception of the rapture, as
described in the best-selling
"Left Behind" novels, may be
arriving - for the first time -
at a movie theater near you. 

Three earlier films, all
starring Kirk Cameron, were
marketed primarily as home
videos, though the first did
have a limited theatrical re-
lease. They never drew as
large an audience as the se-
ries of 16 apocalyptic vol-
umes from authors Tim
LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins
that began in 1995. 

The reboot is the first in a
planned trilogy of pictures
from Stoney Lake Entertain-
ment. Director Vic Arm-
strong says Nicolas Cage,
who plays faith-averse air-
line pilot Rayford Steele, is
expected to appear in all of
them. Additional star power
in the initial outing comes
from Lea Thompson, Chad
Michael Murray, Nicky Whe-
lan and Jordin Sparks. 

Like both its print and
screen predecessors, the
new "Left Behind" inter-
weaves a fictional narrative
with rapture theology. 

As presented in the
movie, the latter asserts that
the return of Jesus Christ to
earth will be preceded by a
seven-year period of tribula-
tion. Christian believers,
however, will be spared the
global catastrophes of this
era because they will have
been "raptured up" to
heaven. 

"No one was happy" with
the first series of films,
Armstrong says, particularly
LaHaye. This time, he adds,
everyone thinks they got it
right, with more of an em-
phasis on the "adventure
story." 

"We didn't want to stuff
anything down anyone's
throat," says Armstrong, a
former stunt man and stunt
coordinator. "We didn't want
to make a preachy movie.
It's a fine line to walk, to get
it right." 

Believers in rapture doc-
trine focus on Bible verses
that they maintain predict
the end times with some
precision. 

There are few specific ref-
erences to these in the new
film. In the opening min-
utes, a character asks if any-
one has read Chapter 24,
Verse 7 of the Gospel of St.
Matthew, a verse in which
Jesus speaks of wars,
famines and earthquakes.
All these things, the next
verse states, are "the begin-
ning of the labor pains."
Jesus' discourse comes in
response to his disciples' re-
quest for the signs of his re-
turn. 

Catholic theologians have
long been concerned by the
novels, which veer away
from Catholic beliefs specif-
ically - and mainstream
Christian ones more gener-
ally. 

"A seven-year tribulation
between the 'rapture' and
the return of Christ is not
biblical," Catholic religious
educator Joyce Donahue
wrote in 2004. "Scripture
teaches that Christ will
come after a period of tribu-
lation and that all believers
will at that time be taken up
to heaven to be with him."

Donahue also criticized the
"harsh, judgmental" view of
God in the novels. 

Rapture theology delin-
eates three distinct advents
of Christ: First, his physical
birth in Bethlehem; second,
his secret return to "rapture
up" Christian believers be-
fore the end times, and
third, his appearance in
majesty at the end of the
world. 

Catholic teaching, by con-
trast, maintains that Christ's
return in glory will be his
second coming, not his
third. 

None of this, Armstrong
says, concerned the actors
while the film was being
made. Filmmaking, being
"quite a clinical process," he
doesn't think many of them
understood the theological
underpinnings when they
signed up. Eventually,
though, "everyone did their
homework." 

Cage, he says, focused
more on the personal drama
of Steele's troubled mar-
riage. "He has a very, very
warm heart. He related to a
lot of the situations." 

One of Cage's few public
comments about the film

was given to The Christian
Post: "If you look at my fil-
mography there's no secret
to the fact I am drawn to
movies that aren't afraid to
take on spiritual themes. 

"Without going into my
personal spirituality, which
is very sacred to me and not
for public consumption or
meant to be put in the
media, I like to let my work
speak for me. I like to find
movies that allow me to ex-
plore these inner or outer

worlds through the work
without me having to really
talk too much about it."

CNS PHOTO/TEDDY SMITH, COURTESY STONEY LAKE ENTERTAINMENT
Nicolas Cage stars in a scene from the movie "Left Behind." 
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AT THE LIFECHAIN IN SARANAC LAKE

PHOTOS BY COLLEEN MINER
Grace Carlson of St. Agnes Parish in Lake Placid and Katie Samperi, St. Bernard's, Saranac Lake, above left, were
part of the group of prolifers who took part in the Saranac Lake Lifechain Oct. 5, Respect Life Sunday. De-
scribed as a peaceful, prayerful, public pro-life presence, Lifechains were also held in five other North Country

sites: Massena, Plattsburgh, Potsdam, Schroon Lake and Willsboro. Above, center, Father Thomas Higman,
parochial vicar of the Catholic Churches of the Mountains and Lakes, takes his place along Lake Flower in
downtown Saranac Lake, and, at right, John Miner, diocesan director of respect life ministry, stands in the
Lifechain line. Father Higman writes about the experience in the article below.

By Father Thomas Higman
Parochial Vicar, Catholic Churches
of the Mountains and Lakes

“Here’s your sign!” 
No, this isn’t a review of a

particular episode of the
Blue Collar Comedy series,
but instead a reflection on
our role as a Church in rais-
ing awareness about the
sanctity of all human life. 

On Sunday, October 5, I
participated in the regional
Lifechain event sponsored
by the Diocesan Respect Life
Office in Saranac Lake.

Arriving at nearly the last
minute after completing my
last scheduled Mass that
Sunday, I was told, that
there was a pile of signs in
the band shell, and that I
should pick one up, and
head out to River Street.  

Being at the end of the

line, like at a covered dish
supper or buffet, I became
nervous about the remain-
ing choices.  

Here’s your sign, forsaken in
death, but raised in glory:
JESUS Forgives & Heals!

There I stood in a moment
of decision – which sign to
pick? Signs remained which
read, “Abortion hurts
women”, “Women do regret
their abortion” or “Defund
Planned Parenthood” – all of
which are common phrases
and messages echoing
throughout the pro-life
movement today, but not
what I wanted to stand and
hold for an hour along the
street. 

Instead, one sign, the only
one of its kind left, read,
“JESUS Forgives & Heals”—
and it dawned on me –
“Here’s your sign!”

Often enough, since the
Supreme Court decision to
legalize abortion in 1973,
there’s a great focus and
emphasis on statistical data,
facts and figures and com-

parative charts, which high-
light for us the grave nature
of this situation in our coun-
try. Yet, while these facts are
valuable, in that they don’t
lie - this is not the final
analysis.

Early on in his pontificate,
Pope Francis reminded
Catholics not to focus sim-
ply on the hot button is-
sues, understood to mean
the deluge of data – but in-
stead, to consider the larger
context of these issues, and
show forth a Church whose
sign reads, JESUS Forgives
and Heals.  

There is no doubt that the
Catholic Church has been
and will remain the greatest
champion for human life,
however, as his mystical
body on earth, the Church
along with the truth – must
also show the way and the
life.

Since 1973, the Church
has been presenting the
case, and will continue to do
so, but at the same time  the
Church will not tie a heavy
burden on people’s backs
and not lift a finger to help
them. (cf. Matthew 23:4) 

Taken together, “the way,

the truth, and the life”, the
Church is able to honestly
present the truth, to which
all people are given the
right, and show forth the
way, which leads to new life
in Christ. 

First and foremost, the
Church participates in
Christ’s mission of redemp-
tion through the sacrament
of reconciliation. 

A statistic known now
only to the heart of God;
Christ’s mystical body on
earth, through the ministry
of unworthy ministers,
stands ready at a moment’s
notice to offer this mercy
and new life to the humble
contrite heart. 

Ready also are programs
and retreats such as
Rachel’s Vineyard and Proj-
ect Rachel, developed with
the help of skilled profes-
sionals - medical doctors,
psychologists, priests, reli-
gious and lay faithful - to as-
sist in the ongoing healing
needed from the scourge of
abortion. 

As Archbishop of New
York, John Cardinal O’Con-
nor (1984-2000) acknowl-
edged this need, and said,

“Recognizing that many
abortions are the result of
fear, poverty, or the inability
to find help . . . I announce
that any woman from any
race or religion from any-
where, pregnant and in
need, could come to me:
that we would ensure free
medical care, hospitaliza-
tion and legal assistance
and counseling either to
keep her baby or offer it for
adoption.”

JESUS Forgives and Heals.
In the sixteenth chapter of

Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus ad-
dresses the need for a sign.
He says that “an evil and un-
faithful generation seeks a
sign” and that no sign would
be given “except the sign of
Jonah.” 

Jonah was in the belly of
the whale three days and
three nights – and Jesus in
the sleep of death three
days, and to some seemed
hopeless, but Jonah from
the fish, and Jesus from the
heart of the earth came to
show “the way, the truth and
the life.” 

Here’s your sign, forsaken
in death, but raised in glory:
JESUS Forgives and Heals!

Here’s your sign!
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FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Saranac Lake – Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is recruiting new volunteers
and has scheduled a Friendship Volun-
teer Training Program.
Date: Oct. 21-22
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (both mornings
are required to complete the training)
Features: Volunteers  of all faiths in the
Tri-Lakes, Keene, Keene Valley, Wilming-
ton, or other surrounding communities
help their elder neighbors stay con-
nected to their communities.  Training
program is free of charge.
Contact: Pre-registration is required.  To
request registration information,  con-
tact Sheila Schneck at Mercy Care by call-
ing 523-5583.

HARVEST DINNER
Morrisonville – Harvest Dinner to be
held with turkey and all the fixings.
Date: Nov. 9
Time: Noon to 6 p.m.
Place: St. Alexander’s Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-12, $5; under
5, Free, Take-out, $9 (Call 518-5039 to
order)
Features: Harvest dinner raffle drawing
at 6 p.m., Grand Prize, $1,500; country
store and silent auction.

HARVEST DINNER BUFFET
Altona – Holy Angels Church to hold har-
vest dinner buffet.
Date: Oct. 26
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-12, $4;
Under 5, Free
Features: Roast Turkey and Ham.  Raffle,
pull tabs, country store.  Immediate seat-
ing and take-outs.

QUILTING CLASSES
Ellenburg Center – Quilting classes to be
held.
Place: Our Lady of the Adirondacks
Cost: $25 per class
Classes: Wish Upon a Star: Oct. 18, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Quilters will use a Moda
Jelly Roll to make a Kansas Troubles Lay-
ered Patchwork quilt Disappearing Pin-
wheel class: Nov. 12, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Donna Hastings, guest instructor.  
Contact: Email thelostsheepquilt-
shop@gmail.com or call 518-594-3253.
Overnight accommodations available. 

PRAYER OF EXAMEN
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondack House of Prayer to hold a re-
treat day.

Date: Nov.8
Time 10 a.m. to 4
Features: Fr. Jack Downs will present
Prayer of Examen, the Ignatian method
of meditation which engages our
thoughts, imagination, emotions, and
desires.   Suggested donation $25.  
Contact: olaprayerhouse@gmail.com or
518-594-3253.RSVP by Nov. 1 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE
Plattsburgh – A 40 Days for Life crusade
has been planned
Date: Sept. 24 to Nov. 2
Place: Outside Planned Parenthood
Time: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Features:  40 Days For Life is a  a life-
saving campaign made up of 3 compo-
nents: Prayer and Fasting, Community
Outreach, Peaceful Vigil.  
Contact: Nancy Monette at 518-561-
8225 40daysforlife.com/plattsburgh

YANKEE POT ROAST
Chateaugay – The 35th Annual Yankee
Pot Roast to be held; proceeds for church
renovations and fuel
Date: Oct. 19
Time: Seatings at noon, 2:30 p.m. and 5
p.m.
Place: St. Patrick’s Church
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-11, $4; under
5, Free
Features: Dinner will be family style.
Take-out and home delivery is at 1 p.m.
and 4 p.m.  Raffle With many prizes in-
cluding $1000 for heating
Contact: Reservations are not needed
but appreciated  by calling Pat at 497-

3183 or Mary Lou at 497-3154.  On Oct.
19 please call the church at 497-6673.

HARVEST DINNER
North Bangor – The Catholic Community
of St. Augustine will be hosting a Harvest
turkey dinner.
Date: Oct. 26
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Place: John C. Dwyer Parish Center; take-
outs available
Cost: Adults, $8; Senior Citizens, $7; Chil-
dren under 12, $5; under 5, Free

TURKEY DINNER
Fort Covington – St. Mary’s Church will
have their annual turkey dinner.
Date: Oct. 19
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $9; Children under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; take-outs, $9
Features: baked goods, canned goods,
fresh produce & flea market items.
50/50 raffle, multi-prize raffle and more!

CRAFT FAIR 
Brushton – St. Mary’s Church will be hav-
ing a craft fair and 
Date: Oct. 18
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Features: Hand crafted items  Silent
auction, bake sale, raffles, lunch available 

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown – A bereavement meeting to
be held.
Date: Oct. 27

Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Hearthside Hospitality Room at
the SSJ Motherhouse.
Speaker: Mr. James Monaco, a local psy-
chotherapist
Theme: "The Healing Process of Grief"

OCTOBER ULTREYA
Watertown - Cursillo Community cele-
brating October Ultreya
Date:  Oct. 23
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8 
Place: St. Patrick's Chapel
Features:  Cursillistas' reunion.  Also, we
welcome those interested in deepening
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
and sharing it with other Catholics.
Contact:  Anne, ams2962@gmail.com or
Pat, pfanning5010@twcny.rr.com

HARVEST HAM DINNER
Black River – St. Paul’s Church to have
family style harvest ham dinner.
Date: Oct. 23
Time: 4 p.m. to 7
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 5-12, $4; under
5, Free
Features: Take-outs available

PRAYER FOR LIFE
Watertown – October has been desig-
nated as Respect Life month in Catholic
Churches throughout the nation.  This
year we will praying outside the Planned
Parenthood facility.
Date: Each day in October
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.
Features: Each Watertown Catholic
church will have sign-up sheets at their
entranced for those who will join us in
witnessing to the sanctity of all human
life during this time.  If you cannot com-
mit to a specific time, please come any
day you are available.  

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown –The Altar Rosary Society
will be having a spaghetti supper.
Date: Oct. 30
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Anthony’s Church, Msgr. Sechi
Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; Children, $4.50; under
3, Free; Sauce, $5 per quart; Meatballs,
$.75 each
Features: Take-outs begin at 4 p.m.,
please bring your own containers

K OF C BRUNCH
Lyons Falls – The South Lewis Knights of
Columbus will be having an all you can
eat pancake brunch.
Date: Oct. 19

Time: 8 a.m. to Noon
Place: St. John’s Church Hall
Cost: Adults, $7; Children 5-12, $4; under
5, Free

LEWIS EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Lowville – Eucharistic Adoration to be
held. 
Date: Oct. 16
Time: 3 p.m. to 6
Place St. Peter's Church
Features:The Divine Mercy Chaplet,
silent adoration, the Luminous Mysteries
of the Holy Rosary, and The Benediction.

ROAST BEEF DINNER
Harrisville – St. Francis Solanus Church to
have Roast Beef Dinner.
Date: Oct. 15
Time: 4 p.m. to 6
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 5-12, $5;
under 5, Free
Features: Take-outs available at 4 p.m.

ST. HEDWIG'S POLISH FEST 
Houseville – St. Hedwig's is holding its
Annual Polish Fest to raise funds for
church repairs and restoration
Date: Oct. 19
Time: Noon 
Features: Polish food, theme basket raf-
fles, bake sale,  50/50 Raffle. Donations of
theme baskets, pies and monetary dona-
tions  appreciated. 
Contact: Joann 348-8735, Mary 348-
8836 or Mary Ann 348-6260.

CRAFT SHOW
Brasher Falls - The Altar Rosary Society of
St. Patrick’s Church will hold its annual
craft show.
Date: Nov. 1
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: K of C Hall
Cost: Adults, $1; Students $.5; under 5,
Free
Features:All kinds of crafts.  Luncheon
and refreshments will be available. 

FALL BAZAAR
Norfolk – The Altar Rosary Society will
be having a Fall Bazaar.
Date: Oct. 25
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center
Features: Food Sale with Cabbage Rolls,
Country Store, Candy Sale, Coffee &
Donuts, Hand Made Crafts, Christmas
Crafts, Attic Table, Religious Articles.
Luncheon served from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m.; Raffle tickets $1 donation

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

The North County Catholicwelcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.
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The small town of Redford in Clinton County has notable
fame for out of its hills, a native and distinguished soul
came.  As a young girl Sister Agnes Racette became a
boarder at the convent school of Sallaz Academy in Red-
ford.Sister Agnes Racette was born on March 30, 1919, the
daughter of the late Louis A. Racette and Ursula M.
Suprenant.  She grew up in a large family with four broth-
ers and four sisters; she attended elementary school under
the care of a devoted teacher, her mother. 

First in a series of biographies of 2014 religious jubilarians

Upon completing the eighth grade she entered Sallaz
Academy where she spent her high school years guided by
the Sisters of Charity of St. Louis.  
A few years later, she followed the call to the religious life

and professed vows in 1939 and made Final Profession on
August 25, 1945 in the same religious congregation.
She arrived at Our Lady of Victory Convent in Platts-

burgh.  After completing her stay at the College at St. Rose
in Albany, she obtained a Masters of Religious Studies at
the University of Ottawa in Ontario. 
Sister Agnes began a long and successful career as a

teacher and principal.
It wasn't long before she received the big word: She was

named Superior....had her ears rightly heard?  It seemed
not to her, but to others so likely, for a kind Mother to
many she proved to be.  
Besides being Superior, she taught the eighth grade; she

must had done well, for by Keeseville, she was sought.  
Her same role as principal was nothing strange nor was

her teaching eighth grade there subject to change.  
Her years of Mission Appointments also took her to Val-

cartier, P.Q, Cheshire, CT, and Oakville, CT.
Besides being a teacher, principal and superior, she had

responsibilities as treasurer and Provincial Councilor.  On
Nov.20, 1999 Sister Agnes Racette was one of the inductees
in the Clinton County Catholic Schools Wall of Acclaim
sponsored by Seton Catholic Central.
Sister Agnes withdrew from active service in 1989 when

she began her retirement at Our Lady of Victory Convent in
Plattsburgh, and participated in the ministry of prayer.
Some of her favorite activities included reading, Word
Search, caring for plants, and oil painting. 

Her creative talent showed itself in her recycling of
greeting cards, which were distributed to the residents at
the Nursing Homes during the holiday season. 
On Nov. 16, 2009 sickness required that she make her

home at Evergreen Valley Nursing home where she cur-
rently resides.  In her stay there she touches the lives of
staff and residents and prays for them as well as for her
Sisters in community.

Bishop Terry R. LaValley presided at a Mass Oct. 2 at St. Patrick’s Church in Watertown during which Sister Linh Terese Nguyen made
her first profession as a Sister Adorer for the Precious Blood. He is pictured after the Mass with the Precious Blood Sisters who at-
tended the special event. From left are Sister Mary Catherine Pham, Sister Joan and Sister Virginia from the Manchester, New Hamp-
shire monastery, Sister Linh, Bishop LaValley, Sister Martha Emery, Sister Marilyn McGillan and Sister Rose Mary Rossi.

Sr. Agnes Racette:
75 year jubilarian

NEWLY PROFESSED PRECIOUS BLOOD SISTER

PHOTO BY T. EPPRIDGE
Ursulines Sisters with connections to the Diocese of Ogdensburg were among 400,000 who took part in the People’s Climate March
Sept. 21 in New York City. From left are Sisters Sheila Murphy of Malone;  Sister Jane Finnerty, Ursuline provincial; Sister   Jeannie
Humphries, former teacher at Flanders School in Malone; Sister   Maureen Welch, former pastoral associate in Malone and Sister
Teresa Byrne who currently resides in Malone. Sister Sheila writes about the experience in an article on page 7.

URSULINE SISTERS ON THE MARCH
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OBITUARIES
AuSable Forks - Melvin H. Seguin, 80; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 8, 2014 at Holy Name
Church; burial in Holy Name Cemetery.

Champlain - Norman C. Hoover, Sr., 67;
Funeral Services Oct. 8, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church.

Champlain - Paula (Juneau) Phillips, 94;
Funeral Services Oct. 10, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Chazy - Richard L. Trombly, 87; Funeral
Services Oct. 9, 2014 at Sacred Heart
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Copenhagen - Wayne L. "Moose" Moody,
79; Funeral Services Oct. 6, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church.

Dannemora - Helen (Young) Proulx, 84;
Funeral Services Oct. 11, 2014 at St.
Joseph's Church; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Lowville - Susan J. Simpson, 63; Funeral
Services Oct. 7, 2014 at St. Stephen's
Church.

Lyon Mountain – Donna C. (Brooks)
Kowalowski, 70; Funeral Services Oct. 11,
2014 at St. Bernard’s Church.

Norwood – Constance Levison Moxley,
71; Memorial Services Oct. 18, 2014 at
St. Andrew’s Church.

Plattsburgh - Dora M. (Provost) LaPorte,
90; Funeral Services Oct. 6, 2014 at Our
Lady of Victory Church; burial in Whis-
pering Maples Memorial Garden.

Port Henry - Christopher S. Ida, 46; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 7, 2014 at St. Patrick's
Church.

Potsdam – Edward J. Bage, 84; Funeral
Services Oct. 10, 2014 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in Bayside Cemetery.

Potsdam - Kenneth A. McGowan, Jr., 70;
Funeral Services Oct. 9, 2014 at St.
Mary's Church.

Redford - James Joseph Coolaw, 71; Fu-
neral Services Oct. 11, 2014 at Church of
the Assumption; burial in Assumption
Cemetery.

Saranac Lake - Reginald Wayne Perras,
81; Funeral Services Oct. 7, 2014 at St.
Bernard's Church burial in St. Bernard's
Cemetery.

Ticonderoga - Mary Emma (Catlin) O'-
Connor, 86; Funeral Services Oct. 8, 2014
at the Wilcox & Regan Funeral Home.

Watertown - Anne (Eggleston) Wind-
heuser, 78; Funeral Services Oct. 11, 2014
at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church;
burial in St. Michael's Cemetery,
Antwerp.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

A Message from National Director, 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Father Andrew Small, OMI

Starting from zero, no Catholics were in Mongolia when
then Father Wencesclao Padilla of the Congregation of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and his fellow Missionaries ar-
rived. The Church has been built here, slowly, with great
love and missionary support.  Today, there are about 850
Catholics in the Church in Mongolia and about 20 to 50 are
welcomed each year.  Now Bishop Wens Padilla remains as
committed today as on that first day to reach out and offer
practical and spiritual support to those in need and to con-
tinue to build the Church.
And through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith,

you make that journey with Bishop Wens and Missionaries
in Mongolia, helping your mission family here build their
Church, the world’s youngest Catholic Church, as you help
also to build local churches across our world.  
“The Church is called to transmit the joy of the Lord to

her children,” Pope Francis tells us.  And as members of the
Church, united as the One Body of Christ, we are called to
support , in prayer and sacrifice, the Church’s mission to
bring that joy to the people everywhere, especially as Pope
Francis urges, “the poorest, the weakest, the least impor-
tant…”
Thank you for considering this year’s World Mission Sun-

day celebration as a concrete way for you and your parish
family to help also to “build the Church”.  Thank you for
your generosity

Please help to
build the Church

Please remember “The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith” 

when writing or changing your Will.
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Could there be a prouder
moment in the life of a
Catholic school second
grader in 1962?
Sister Mary Henrietta

suggested that our
class name its newest
“Pagan Baby” Mary
Louise after Mary Lou’s
mother allowed her to
bring a couple rolls of
pennies into school to
donate to the Holy
Childhood Association.
What a thrill!
Fifty-some years

later, we don’t hear
about pagan babies
anymore – or even the Holy
Childhood Association - but
the children in our Catholic
schools and faith formation
programs are still encouraged

to support the faith of children
in mission lands. 

Our kids today are in-
vited to  belong to the
Missionary Childhood
Association through
they are encouraged to
participate “in the
Church’s mission to
being the Good News of
Jesus to the world.”
Every year, in antici-

pation of World Mission
Sunday, the NCC pub-
lishes the annual report
of the Diocesan Mission
Office, headed by St.
Joseph Sister Mary

Ellen Brett.
Again, we can be proud of

the generosity Catholics in the
North Country – young and old
– have shown to the mission

church.
We can also be proud of our

history with 40 years of sup-
port for St. Martin de Porras
parish in Mollendo, Peru and
annual support for other mis-
sion work through the Mission
Cooperative Appeal every sum-
mer.
Typical of parishes across

the diocese, the Catholic Com-
munity of Holy Name and St.
Matthew (AuSable Forks and
Black Brook) and the Catholic
Community of Keeseville wel-
comed a Salesian priest from
the Philippines to speak at
weekend Masses this past July.
Father Abundio Bacatan

shared stories of his work with
the poorest of the poor who
are aware of their absolute de-
pendency on God. 

Getting through each day is a
struggle, he told them, but all
their difficulties have been
compounded in recent years
by the typhoon and earthquake
that have hit the region. 
What a privilege it was for

Clinton County parishioners to
help him  to continue do the
work of God.
Pope Francis encouraged

both missionaries and those of
us who support them in his
message for the 2014 World
Mission Sunday celebration.
Engaging in or supporting

missionary activity allows
Christians to enter the "flood
of joy" that comes from experi-
encing God's love and sharing
it with others, he said.
Let’s pray that we see plenty

of that kind of joy this weekend! 

“Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they will be called chil-
dren of God.”
Today, we consider a beati-

tude that is rather timely.  This
world of ours needs peacemak-
ers.  We are all sick of all the vi-
olence and war in this world.
Everywhere we look there is vi-
olence.  Even, here, in our own
land, these is too much vio-
lence – too many guns – too
much anger. We certainly need
many, many peacemakers.
In this beatitude, Jesus tells

us that the road to happiness
is by becoming a peacemaker.
For as a peacemaker, we will
have that unique relationship
with God becoming children of
God.  To become a peacemaker,
we must find peace.  However,
peace seems too far out of
reach – even in our own life –
definitely, in our world and
community.  Too often, I won-
der what I could ever do to
make the world more peaceful. 
Yet, the Lord insists that I

must be a peacemaker – then I
will be a child of God.
So, to be a peacemaker, I

must understand peace, how
to be a person of peace.  Peace
is not about an easy and tran-
quil life.  To be a peacemaker I

must demonstrate my faith to
the world by living in peace, by
doing what is right and good in
the Spirit of Jesus.  You see we
can be people of peace even in
a broken, violent world, when
we live in a right and good
way.  In this way, we bring
peace to this world.  The God
of peace will guide and lead us.
Scripture helps us here.  Re-

cently, the Second Reading at a
Sunday Mass was from St.
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians,
chapter 4.  In this section, Paul
teaches his people and us how
we can find peace and then
bring peace to others.
Paul begins this section by

saying – “Have no anxiety.”  My
response to Paul is that I am al-
ways worrying.  I worry about
myself, I worry about my fam-
ily, I worry about many of my
friends, many former parish-
ioners.  The reality is that there
is no way to avoid all worry.

Good and sincere people have
worries because they are peo-
ple who care, who care about
loved ones and many others
and they want to do some-
thing.
Here – Paul is writing about

anxiety.  Anxiety is the kind of
worry that paralyzes, that
keeps a person from doing
anything.  This anxiety is
rooted in a lack of trust in one-
self, in others, and especially
in God.  Anxiety keeps a per-
son from doing something –
anything - to help make the
world a better place.  Paul says
get rid of anxiety.  Anxiety
must never keep us from being
people of peace.
To be this kind of person, St.

Paul tells us to pray, to commit
our cares to the Lord.  Prayer
means we are willing to do
something and we ask God for
support and strength.  Then, in
prayer, we leave all we are un-
able to do in the hands of our
loving God.  In faith, we accept
what happens as God’s will,
even though we may not un-
derstand it.
In prayer, we establish a

unique relationship with God
that helps us to find the peace
of God.  St. Paul tells us that

“the peace of God that sur-
passes all understanding will
guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.”  This peace of
God leads us to live in that
peace and bring peace to our
world.
Also, in this section, St. Paul

tells us to think positively.  In
this way, we will find the peace
of Christ.  Paul cleverly puts it
this way, “Whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, what-
ever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious, if there is any excel-
lence, and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about
these things.”  
Thinking positively makes us

Christlike; when our focus is
negative, we become closed,
very negative, inactive people.
As such we are far from the
peace of God.  As negative peo-
ple, we are convinced that we
can do nothing.
Finally, St. Paul writes to his

people to follow his example.
By doing what should and
must be done with the dedica-
tion and spirit of St. Paul,
doing all that he has taught
you, the God of peace will be
with you.  You will be a peace-
maker. 
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HOLIDAY BAZAAR AND BAKE SALE
Star Lake - St. Hubert Church is having
their annual Bazaar; featuring hundreds
of items such as live wreaths, hand-
crafted items, gift baskets, and a Chil-
dren's Shoppe.
Date: Nov. 1
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; coffee and
donuts, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.; lunch, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

LIVING STONES SERIES
Colton – Bishop LaValley to speak about
revitalizing the church and addressing
the challenges facing the diocese, as it
strives to meet the pastoral needs of the
faithful throughout the diocese.  
Date: Oct. 16
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: St. Patrick’s Church
Features: A reception will follow in the
parish center.  The program is a part of
the fall “Living Stones Series” sponsored
by the parishes of St. Patrick’s Church,
Colton and St. Mary’s Church, Potsdam.

HEALING MASS
Raymondville – St. Raymond’s Church
will be hosting a Healing Mass.
Date: Oct. 29
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Features: Father Andrew Amyot will be
the main celebrant and homilist.  The
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
available at 5:30 p.m.  During Mass, there
will be the Sacrament of Anointing of
the sick.  After Mass there will be an op-
portunity for private prayer.  The church
building has easy access.  
Contact: For more information call Visi-
tation Rectory at 384-4242

INFORMATION ON ANNULMENTS
Waddington - An informational presen-

tation concerning annulments in the
Catholic Church to be held.
Date: Oct. 16
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Speaker: Msgr. Harry K. Snow, JCL, the
Judicial Vicar, the Presiding Judge of the
Tribunal.  
Features: Following the presentation
Msgr. Snow will meet with anyone who
wishes to speak with him.

HARVEST DINNER
Ogdensburg – Notre Dame to have their
Harvest Dinner.
Date: Oct. 19
Time: Noon to 3 p.m.
Place: K of C Hall, Take-outs available.
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 5-12, $5 (Eat
in only)
Features: Roast turkey w/trimmings.
Dessert,  Craft table and 50/50 raffle.

BUS FOR LIFE
Time to sign up for the 2015 Lake Cham-
plain Bus for Life. Jan. 22, 2015, is the 4
anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade court
decision legalizing abortion.
Schedule: Meet at St. Peter’s Church in
Plattsburgh on Jan. 21 at 7:15 p.m. for
the Jan. 22 March For Life. 
Arrive in Washington, D.C. early morning
on Jan. 22; Free Time in the morning to
attend Mass, sightsee, lobby representa-
tives, etc.; Rally and March start at noon
on The National Mall; Meet at St. Peter’s
Church in Washington at 4:45pm for the
trip home.
Cost: $25
Contact: To reserve a seat or to obtain
more information, please contact Karen
Smith at 518-566-6229 or Betty Buffett
at (518) 536-6640. To sign up for a seat
on the bus or to make a donation—
please mail your check to St. Peter’s
Church 114 Cornelia Street Plattsburgh,
New York 12901. Make a note on the
memo line: “Bus for Life.”

CATHOLIC SCOUT RETREAT
Malone – Scouts  of all faiths are invited
to the Catholic Scout Retreat.
Date: Oct. 19
Schedule: 9 a.m., Retreat at Holy Family
School; 11 a.m., Mass at Notre Dame 
Features: Learn the skills of the game
from an Olympic Curling Coach on Oct.
18 and on Oct. 19 work on a community
service project, explore the type of voca-

tions people can live their faith through,
meals are provided with a patch for the
registration fee.  It is possible to camp
out Oct. 18– tentatively Jamboree on
the Air, group Rosary, and a Campfire 
Contact: Scott Quinell at 315-261-4154
or quinells@canton.edu.

CARITAS DINNER
Lake Placid – Save the date to honor
Catholic Charities Caritas Award Honoree
(Posthumously) Mrs. Penny Martin and
President’s Award Catholic Daughters of
America, Ogdensburg Diocese.
Date: Oct. 26
Time: Cash Bar 3:30 p.m., Dinner 4 p.m.
Place: Crowne Plaza
Contact: 315-393-2255 

DR. PHEME PERKINS
Syracuse – Dr. Pheme Perkins, renowned
Biblical scholar, will be making two pre-
sentations at the invitation of the Spiri-
tual Life Center.
Oct. 29: The topic will be “Paul, The Pris-
oner”; 7 p.m. at the Spiritual Renewal
Center. This lecture will investigate Paul’s
prison experiences and his relationship
to Christ in the Pauline letters. We ask for
$20 to attend this presentation or what-
ever you can afford.
Oct. 30: The topic will be “How We Got
Four Gospels”; 3 p.m. at the Nobel room
in Hendrick’s Chapel.  Dr. Perkins will de-
scribe the emergence of the four gospel
canon during the 2nd century. The public
is invited to attend this event.
Contact: Register online at spiritualre-
newalcenter.com, phone: 315-472-6546,
e-mail:
mail@spiritualrenewalcenter.com

DIRECTED RETREAT
Syracuse -A five- day directed retreat to
be held at  Stella Maris Retreat Center
Date: Oct. 19, Registration 5 p.m. to 7
thru Oct. 24 after lunch
Cost: $450 including $100 non-refund-
able registration fee or $90 per day
Features: silent retreat, including
meals. You will have the opportunity to
meet one-on-one with the same direc-
tor each day during the week. Eucharistic
celebration each day, and an opening
conference on Sunday evening. 
Contact: Make checks payable to Dio-
cese of Syracuse. mail to: Maria Paone,
The Chancery, 240 E. Onondaga Street,
Syracuse, NY 13202, (315) 470-1460
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The Diocese of Ogdensburg will join
with Catholics throughout the world
to celebrate World Mission Sunday
Oct.  19. A second collection for the
Society for the Propagation of the
Faith will take place in all parishes of
the North Country. In anticipation of
World Mission Sunday, the diocesan
mission office has released its an-
nual report showing parish totals for
mission collections throughout the
year. A report of donations to the
Missionary Childhood Association
from students of diocesan Catholic
schools and faith formation pro-
grams is also included. Catholics of
the North Country are asked to pray
for the mission church and give gen-
erously the Mission Sunday Appeal,
said St. Joseph Sister Mary Ellen
Brett, mission director for the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg.

The Diocese of Ogdensburg opened its observance of the Year of Consecrated Life Sunday at the Religious Jubilee at St. Mary’s
Cathedral. A week earlier, Bishop Terry R. LaValley made a visit to Evergreen Valley Nursing Home in Plattsburgh to personally
extend congratulations to Sister Agnes Racette for her 75th Jubilee as a Sister of Charity of St. Louis. Pictured, front, are Bishop
LaValley,  Sister Agnes and  Sister Bernadette Ducharme, another Sister of Charity of St. Louis; back, Sister of Charity Claire
Michel Fortier and Father  William Reamer, pastor of Our Lady of Victory Church in Plattsburgh. A short biography of Sister
Agnes appears on page three; full coverage of the Religious Jubilee will be published in the next issue of the NCC.

Priest of EWTN fame spent a

year living near Long Lake; recently

came back to celebrate Mass

Pro-lifers across the dio-
cese marked Respect Life
Sunday, Oct. 5, with partici-
pation in Lifechains in
Saranac Lake, Massena, Pots-
dam, Willsboro, Plattsburgh
and Schroon Lake.
Father Thomas Higman,

parochial vicar of the
Catholic Churches of the
Mountains and Lakes, re-
flected on his experience in
Saranac Lake on page 4. He
explains the reason why he
was happy to carry the sign
“Jesus forgives and heals” as
he stood along the road sur-
rounding Lake Flower in the
village.

FULL STORY, PAGE 4

FULL STORY, PAGE 14

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Opening a
two-week Synod of Bishops
on the family, Pope Francis
warned participants against
the temptations of
hypocrisy, pride and greed,
urging them instead to serve
the church with "freedom,
creativity and hard work. 
“We can thwart God's

dream if we fail to let our-
selves be guided by the Holy

Spirit," the pope said Oct. 5,
during Mass in St. Peter's
Basilica.
"The Spirit gives us that

wisdom which surpasses
knowledge, and enables us
to work generously with au-
thentic freedom and humble
creativity." 
Pope Francis' homily drew

on the day's reading from the
Gospel of Matthew (21: 33-

43), in which Jesus describes
the people of God as a vine-
yard, farmed by tenants who
betray its owner and seek to
take it over for themselves. 
Addressing his words to

the 184 bishops and 69 oth-
ers who would take part in
the synod, the pope said
Jesus aimed his parable at
the "chief priests and the eld-
ers of the people, in other

words the experts, the man-
agers," whose job it was to
"nurture, tend and protect"
God's people.
"But Jesus tells us that

those farmers took over the
vineyard. Out of greed and
pride they want to do with it
as they will, and so they pre-
vent God from realizing his
dream for the people he has
chosen," Pope Francis said.


